Bible Study — John 7:25-52

Could This Be the Messiah? — Judge Correctly

Big idea: When confronted with Jesus, we need to look carefully at the evidence, listen to his words, and
judge correctly who he is.

1. The People of Jerusalem — Do We Really Know Jesus?

Read John 7:25-30

The people of Jerusalem think they know where Jesus has come from, but Jesus challenges their
assumptions and points them to his true origin.

1. What are the people of Jerusalem confused about in verses 25-277?
2. What does Jesus tell them about where he has really come from in verses 28—-297?
3. What do you think Jesus means when he tells them, “You do not know him” in verses 28-297?

4. Verse 30 says they tried to seize Jesus, but “his hour had not yet come.” What does this mean, and what
does this tell us about who was in control of the situation?

2. The Crowd — Looking at the Evidence
Read John 7:31-36

While some reject Jesus, many in the wider crowd look at his signs and come to a very different conclusion.
5. What causes many in the crowd to believe in Jesus in verse 31?

6. What do Jesus’ signs tell us about who he is? (John 20:30-31)

7. How do the Pharisees respond when they hear that people are beginning to believe?

8. What is Jesus foretelling in verses 33-347



3. Jesus’ Invitation — Come to Me and Drink
Read John 7:37-39

At the climax of the festival Jesus gives an extraordinary invitation: “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me
and drink.”

9. Who does Jesus invite to come to him?

10. What does Jesus promise to those who come to him and believe?

11. Where do people today try to satisfy the spiritual thirst that only Jesus can ultimately satisfy?

4. Divided Because of Jesus — Judge Correctly
Read John 7:40-52

The crowd remains divided.

12. What different conclusions about Jesus do you see in verses 40—447?

13. What is ironic about their argument concerning Bethlehem?

14. Why do the temple guards return without arresting Jesus? And what is remarkable about their
statement, “No one ever spoke the way this man does”?

15. How do the Pharisees respond to the guards? What does this reveal about them?

Bringing It Together
Ultimately, the question is whether we will judge correctly about Jesus.

16. Why do you think Jesus causes such division?

17. If somebody asked you, “Why do you believe Jesus really is the Messiah?”, what evidence would you
give them?

Finish in Prayer
Thank God for sending his Son, ask him to help us judge correctly who Jesus is, and pray for people we
know who have not yet put their faith in him.
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