
Bible Study — John 7:1–24 

Jesus’ Perfect Obedience to God’s Timing and Glory 

1. God’s Timing 

Read John 7:1–10 

1. What reason does verse 1 give for Jesus staying away from Judea? 

 

2. Read Acts 2:23. How does Peter’s description of Jesus’ death help us understand why Jesus was not 
simply trying to avoid danger? 

 

3. What do Jesus’ brothers encourage him to do in verses 3–4? What do their words reveal about what they 
think Jesus should be trying to achieve? 

 

4. Compare the brothers’ desire for Jesus to “show yourself to the world” with Jesus saying, “My time is not yet 
here.” What different priorities do you see? 

 

5. Where do you find it hardest to trust God’s timing rather than trying to make things happen according to your 
own timetable? 

 

2. Who Is This Man? 

Read John 7:11–13 

6. Some say, “He is a good man,” while others say, “No, he deceives the people.” Why were these the two 
different reactions to Jesus in John 7:11-13. 

 

7. Why were people unwilling to speak publicly about Jesus? What pressures might stop people from speaking 
openly about Jesus today? 

 

 

8. What are some of the common answers people give today to the question, “Who is Jesus?” 

 
 



3. God’s Teaching, God’s Glory 

Read John 7:14–18 

9. What amazes the Jewish leaders about Jesus’ teaching in verses 14–15? 

 

 

10. How does Jesus answer their question about where his teaching comes from?` 

 

 

11. What practical difference would it make this week if our question became less “What will make me look 
good?” and more “What will bring glory to God?” 

 

4. Judge Correctly 

Read John 7:19–24 

12. What accusation does Jesus make against the Jewish leaders in verse 19? Why is this particularly serious 
given their confidence in the Law of Moses? 

 

 

13. How does Jesus use circumcision on the Sabbath to expose the inconsistency in the leaders’ criticism of 
him for healing on the Sabbath? 

 

 

14. What do you think Jesus means by, “Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge correctly”? 
What had the Jewish leaders failed to see about Jesus? 

 

 

15. Read John 6:68–69. Peter says, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life…you are 
the Holy One of God.” After studying John 7:1–24, what evidence have we seen that Peter has made the 
correct judgment about Jesus—and what should our response to Jesus be? 
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