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The work of Jesus 
John 5 
 

Introduction 
 
What work do you do or have you done in the past or would 
like to do in the future? What influenced you to choose this 
sort of work? 
 
In chapter 4 of the gospel of John the Lord Jesus said that 
his food was to do the will of him who sent him and to 
finish his work, the work of the one who sent him (see 4:34). 
He went on to encourage the disciples to open their eyes 
and see that the fields are ripe for harvest and that harvest 
that they were working for was a crop for eternal life (4:36). 
In chapter 4 the Samaritan responded positively to the 
work that Jesus was doing with many of them believing that 
Jesus really is the Saviour of the world (4:42). However back 
in Jerusalem the response to what Jesus was doing was very 
different.  
 

Working on the Sabbath 
 
Sometime later Jesus was back in Jerusalem for one of the 
Jewish festivals where he was getting on with his Father’s 
work. But instead of people believing that he is the Saviour 
of the world, we see growing opposition to all that he was 
doing and saying. Please read verses 1 to 15. 



2 

 
1. Why did people gather at the pool at Bethesda and out 

of the many that gathered there why do you think Jesus 
might have singled out the man in the story to heal? 
 
 

2. How was the man healed and how and why did the 
Jewish leaders respond in the way that they did? 
 
 

3. Later when Jesus found the man at the temple what did 
he tell the man to do and why would he tell him this? 
 

 

Think about it 
 
For those with eyes to see this was another sign that Jesus 
was doing the work that his Father had sent him into the 
world to do. But sadly, many were blind to what God was 
revealing to them. Please choose one or two of the 
following questions to discuss: 
 
What did this healing reveal about Jesus and his work? 
 
 
What did the response of the Jewish leaders reveal about 
them? 
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While Jesus' words to the man in the temple suggest that 
his illness was a consequence of some sin that he was not 
to go on committing, why can’t it be concluded that all 
sicknesses are directly due to some particular sin that 
those who are sick have committed (see 9:1-3)? 
 
 

 
Greater works  
 
The work that Jesus was doing there in Galilee and Judea 
among God’s people at that time was merely a precursor to 
the even greater work that the Father would reveal and had 
sent his Son to do. Please read verses 19 to 30 to 
understand this greater work.  
 
4. What is the amazing, greater work that the Father has 

given to the Son? 
 

5. How do people cross from death to life and what will 
happen to them on the day of judgement? 

 
 

Think about it 
 
Jesus highlighted the truth and importance of what he was 
saying by repeating the words, “very truly” (19,24,25).  
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How was Jesus doing the things that he was doing and why 
would he do even greater things? 
 
 
What do we have to believe to have life? 
 
 

 

Weightier testimony 
 
The truth of what Jesus was saying about himself did not 
just rely on his own testimony, or even that of John the 
Baptist but an even greater witness testified in Jesus’ 
favour. Please read verses 31 to 47 to understand this 
weightier testimony and why the Jewish leaders failed to 
listen. 
 
6. John the Baptist testified to the truth. What did John 

testify about Jesus (see 1:29-30) and why does Jesus 
mention it? 
 

7. What is the testimony that has been given about Jesus 
that is even weightier than John and how has it been 
given? 
 
 

8. Why did the religious leaders refuse to heed this 
testimony and come to Jesus to have life (41-47)? 
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Think about it 
 
The works that Jesus had been doing were the work that 
His Father had given him. They themselves along with 
Scripture testified about Jesus. 
 
What is the work that the Father sent his Son into the 
world to do? 
 
 
What will happen on the day of judgment? 
 
 
How should knowing this change life for us now? 
 
 
Why do people choose not to believe and be saved? 
 
 
 
 
 


