Don’t be deceived
Galatians 6:1-18

Introduction

Can you think of a time when you believed that
something was true, only discover later that it wasn’t
true? What at the time made it so convincing?

In the closing chapter of Paul’s letter to the Galatians the
apostle warned the Galatians to not deceive themselves
(6:1-10) and to also watch out for those who were trying
to deceive them by compelling them to be circumcised
(6:11-18). Please read verses 1 to 18 of chapter 6 to
understand what the believers needed to watch out for.

Watch yourselves

In verses 1 to 10 Paul has continued to explain what it
means for those who live by the Spirit to walk by the
Spirit and keep in step with the Spirit (5:26). Paul
concludes this section calling believers to not be
deceived about this for if they sow to please the flesh
rather than the Spirit, they will reap destruction (8).
Please read 6:1-6 to understand what it means for those
who live by the Spirit to keep in step with the Spirit.

1. How should those who live by the Spirit respond
to someone caught in a sin?



2. What is the law of Christ and how do you fulfil it
(see Gal. 5:13-15 and John 13:35 & Eph. 5:2)?

3. What is it that those who live by the Spirit need to
watch out for (5:26; 6:1,3-4)?

Think about it

Sadly, it is easy for people to deceive themselves because
we are tempted and enticed by our own evil desire (see
James 1:14-15).

How can we avoid the danger of becoming self-deceived?

What might be involved in carrying each other burdens?

Who are we to share good things with and why are to
share these with them and what are these good things
that we are meant to share?

Paul ends this section calling believers to not be
deceived. Please read the warning that Paul gives in
verses 7 to 10.




4. What were the believers not to be deceived about
and why?

5. Why aren’t believers to become weary at doing
good?

6. Who should be the recipients of all the good that
we do?

Think about it

Walking by the Spirit means never tiring at doing good (2
Thess. 2:13).

Why are we to not give up doing good (see also Gal. 5:13;
22; Philippians. 2:1-5)?

Why do you think we are tempted to become weary at
doing good?

What is the harvest that we reap by doing good (see also
1 Peter 3:12)?




Watch out for deceivers

In the last part of the letter the apostle Paul has warned
the Galatians again about those who distorting the
gospel and throwing them into confusion (1:7). These
troublemakers were seeking to compel the Gentiles to be
circumcised. The fact that the apostle wrote the
remainder of the letter himself in large letter suggests
that he want the Galatians to pay careful attention to
what he was about to tell them. Please read verses 11 to
18.

7. What was the motivation of those who were
compelling the Galatians to be circumcised?

8. Why were those who belonged to the circumcision
group being hypocritical (see 2:11-16)?

9. Why were these people boasting in and why does
Paul only ever want to boast in the cross (see also
2:19-21)?



Think about it

Paul concludes his letter as he began it warning the
Galatians of those who would deceive them and
reminding them of what truly matters.

What doesn’t matter and what does and why does it?

What rule are we to follow and what does the apostle say
about those who follow this rule (see also Gal. 1:3-4; 3:1-
6)?

What do you think those who boast is only in the cross
of Christ ought to be like?




