5. The Law and the promise
Galatians 3:19-4:7

Introduction

What things don’t you see anymore that were once
commonplace and what was it that replaced them and
made them obsolete?

At the end of the previous study, we began to look at the
relationship of the Law of Moses to the promise that God
gave to Abraham. Paul argued that the Law, which was
added 430 years later, didn’t do away with the promise
and that the inheritance didn’t depend on keeping the
Law but on the grace of God. In verse 19 Paul anticipates
a possible question that would have been raised, “Why
then the Law?”

The purpose of the Law

In verses 19 to 25 Paul has spent time explaining what
the purpose of the Law was in God’s plan of redemption.
Please read these verses and answer the following
questions.

1.Why does Paul say that the law was added and what do
you understand that he means by this (see also Romans
5:20-21; 7:7-13)?



2. How was the Law given to Israel and how was this
different to how the promise was given to Abraham?

3. Why isn’t the Law opposed to the promise? What isn’t
the law able to do and what does it do (see also Romans
3:19-20)?

Think about it

In the Greco-Roman world a trusted household slave was
often made a guardian and charged with the supervision
of a child until they reached the age of maturity. The
Greek word, paidagogos that is translated “guardian” in
verses 24 and 25 was the word for such a position in a
household.

In what way was the Law the guardian of God’s people
and how long was this to go on for?

What place does the Law have for those who have now
faith in Christ?




Heirs according to the promise

With the coming of Christ, the Law’s custodianship came
to an end for the Seed or Offspring who would fulfil the
promise had arrived so that what was promised might
be given to those who believe. Please read verses 26 to
29.

4. Before the coming of the age of faith in Christ, God’s
people had been held in custody under the Law. But how
had things changed for those who had faith in him?

5. How had the old barriers of race, rank and sex that
had once divided people from one another been broken
down?

6. Why are all those who have faith in Christ regarded
now as Abraham'’s seed or offspring and are heirs
according to the promise (see also 3:8-9)?

Think about it

With the coming of faith God’s people were no longer
under the guardianship of the Law but through faith had
clothed themselves with Christ and were children of
God.




How would have knowing this been and encouragement
to the Gentile Christians in Galatia. How is it an
encouragement to you?

How might understanding who we all are in Christ
change the way that we view and treat other believers?

Freed from slavery

In verses 1 to 7 of chapter 4 compares the freedom that
the believers now have through faith in Christ with the
former slavery that they had been under before the
coming of Christ. Paul begins by comparing the former
situation of being under the Law to an underage heir
who is too young to become the master of his own
estate. The estate is his, but for a time he has guardians
and trustees' appointed over him until he reaches the
age that his father set for him to receive his inheritance.

7. Why had the Israelites in some ways been like an
underage heir?

"The Greek words that have been translated “guardian” and “trustee” in
verse 2 seem to have been legal terms and neither are the same Greek
word that was translated “guardian” in verses 23 and 24.

4




8. While under the law what also had the Israelites been
enslaved to (see also 4:8-11 and Eph. 2:1-3)?

9. How have believers been liberated and become God’s
adopted children and heirs (see also Galatians 1:4; 3:13
and Romans 8:1-4)?

Think about it

John Stott wrote that “Christianity is a religion of sons,
not slaves”. Through Christ being sent to die for us and
the Spirit sent to live in us, we have the privilege of
being God’s children and heirs. We are no longer slaves
to the elemental spiritual forces of this world.

If this is the case, and it is, why then do we so often
don’t act like God’s children but slaves?

How ought we live as God’s children in this world (see
Galatians 2:19-21; Matthew 5:43-49; Ephesians 5:1-2; 1
Peter 1:14-15; 1 John 3:1-10)?




