
1 
 

4. Foolish Galatians 

Galatians 3:1-18 

Introduction 

If someone were to call you a fool or were to imply that you were 

being foolish in some way, how would you be inclined to 

immediately react? Would you be more inclined to … 

(a) Remain calm but just ignore what is being said. 

(b) Remain calm outwardly but feel crushed and 

discouraged inwardly 

(c) Become angry and take offense and become defensive 

or even go on the offense 

(d) Listen and consider and reflect on what is being said. 

In chapter 3 the apostle has sought to get the attention of the 

Galatians by calling them foolish. In verse 1 he expresses his 

frustration and his deep concern for them by referring to them as 

“foolish” asking them, ‘Who had bewitched them?’ In verse 3 he 

raises the question again of just ‘how foolish were they?’ Please read 

verses 1 to 18 to discover why they were being so foolish. 

The gift of the Spirit 

In verses 1 to 5 the apostle raises their experience and the question 

of how they received the gift of the Spirit to point out just how 

foolish the Galatians were being. Please look at these verses and the 

questions that the apostle asked the Galatians about the gift of the 

Spirt to understand just how foolish the Galatians were being. 
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1. What reasons does the apostle give to justify his claim that the 

Galatians were behaving like fools? 

 

2. Why would Paul say that the Galatians were behaving like they 

had been bewitched? 

 

3.  Why does Paul introduce the story of Abraham (see also 

Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-6 & Hebrews 11:8-12)? 

 

Think about it 
 

In these first few verses the apostle Paul reminded the Galatians of 

what they themselves had experienced through hearing and 

believing the gospel. What ought their own experience ought to have 

taught them? 

 

Why would all of what the Galatians had experienced (or suffered1) 

been for nothing if they did not turn away from such foolishness 

(2:12; 5:4,7)? 

 

 

How do we take care that while we are running our own race that 

we don’t become foolish? 

 

 

 
1 The verb the NIV has translated as “experienced” could also be translated as it 

has been in the ESV as “suffered”. In other places in the NT where this word is used 
it is translated “to suffer” (see the following examples where the apostle Paul uses 
the same word: 1 Cor. 12:36, 2 Cor. 1:6, Phil. 1:29; 1 Thess 2:14; 2 Thess. 1:5). 
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The blessing of Abraham 
 

In verses 1 to 6 Paul has argued the Galatians were being foolish 

because the gift of the Spirit is given to those who have believed 

God’s promise just like Abraham had. In verse 7 to 14 Paul has 

explained that it is also through faith that the Gentiles share in God’s 

promise to bless Abraham. Please read these verses and answer the 

following questions. 

 

4. Who are Abraham’s children (literally = sons) and why is this 

important (see Gen 15:6)? 

 

5. What happens to those who rely on the works of the law and 

why (see Deut. 27:26)? 

 

6. Why are those who have faith like Abraham not cursed but 

blessed (see also Habakkuk 2:4 & Romans 1:17)? 

 

Think about it 

The apostle Paul quotes Old Testament Scripture to make sure that 

the believers understood that it always has been through faith that 

God’s people are justified (declared to be right with God).  

How had the gospel been announced in advance to Abraham? 
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Abraham believed the promise of God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness. What do we have to believe to be declared righteous 

before God (see Romans 10:1-13; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8)? 

 

Why was it foolish for the Gentiles to even consider keeping the law 

in addition to having faith in Christ? What would happen to them if 

they started to rely on the law? 

 

 

The Law and the Promise 

Those promoting circumcision and keeping the law were making a 

fundamental error when it came to understanding the relationship 

between the Promise and the Law. Please read verses 15 to 18 to 

discover their mistake. 

7. What point was Paul making by comparing the promise and the 

covenant that God made with Abraham to a human covenant or 

will? 

 

8. Who does Paul say is Abraham’s seed and why is it important to 

understand this? 

 

9. Why are Abraham’s heirs not those who keep the law? 
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Think about it 
 

Paul will go into greater detail about the purpose of the law in the 

passage that we will look at in the next study. However, in these 

verses he has wanted to establish the fact that the giving of the law 

430 years after Abraham had received and believed God’s promise 

did not replace or annul the Promise of God. This was so that 

salvation might always rely on God’s grace in Christ and not what we 

do. 

 

If our salvation completely relies on God’s grace, why do you think 

people are attracted to law-keeping to justify themselves before 

God? 

 

If our salvation completely relies on God’s grace in Christ and this is 

a gift that we receive through faith in Christ, what place do good 

works have in the believer’s life and why (Ephesians 2:8-10)? 

 

As Abraham’s heirs what is our inheritance (see Romans 4:13-5; 

8:16-17, 22-23; Hebrews 11:13-16; 1 Peter 1:3-6)? 

 

 


