3. Defending the truth
Galatians 2:11-21

Introduction

Have you ever had to act a part in a play? If you have what
was the part that you acted? What is it that makes someone a
good actor?

The Greek word that our English Bibles have translated
‘hypocrite” originally referred to a stage actor in the Greek
theatre who would often wear a mask to portray different
characters or emotions. Over time the word came to used in a
figurative way of someone who either says one thing but does
another or who pretends to be more than they truly are or
who behaves in a way that is at odds with what they profess
to either value or believe. In chapter 2 of Galatians, the
apostle Paul has recounted an incident that occurred in the
church at Antioch (in Syria) when he had to oppose Peter
(Cephas is the Aramaic version of Peter’s name) to his face
over his hypocrisy.

Peter’s hypocrisy

The church at Antioch was a significant church. It had been
the first place where Jewish disciples began to proclaim the
gospel to Gentiles. Paul and Barnabas also had been closely
associated with this church spending a great deal of time
encouraging and strengthening the disciples there (Acts
11:19-26). Please read verses 11 to 15 of chapter 2 to
understand Peter’s hypocrisy and the damage it was causing
to the church in Antioch.



1. What did Cephas/Peter do that Paul needed to publicly
confront him about?

2. Why did Paul say the Cephas/Peter act this way (see also
Gal. 6:12-13; Acts 15:1,5 & Titus 1:10-147?

3. What effect did his hypocrisy Have on the others in the
church in Antioch?

Think about it

Peter’s hypocrisy had negatively affected the church in
Antioch. What was the problem with the way that Peter and
then others who were following his example were behaving?
What were their actions suggesting?

Why does Paul refer to what Peter was doing as hypocrisy (see
also Acts 10:22-29)?

Why was it necessary for Paul to confront the apostle Peter
publicly in front all the believers (see also Galatians 5:2,9; 1
Timothy 4:11-12; 5:17-21)?




Gospel truth

Peter had not been acting in line with the truth of the gospel.
In verses 15 to 21 Paul has made clear for the Galatians the
truth of the gospel that both he and Peter believed and agreed
upon.

4. As Jewish believers what did Peter and Paul understand
about how people are declared to be right with God
(justified)? Please also see Romans 3:19-20, 27-31.

5. Paul was adamant that Christ doesn’t promote sin. What
reason does the apostle give for this?

6. How has this come about (see also Gal. 3:13-14; Romans
5:8)?

Think about it

If people go back to trying to keep the law to be declared
righteous in God’s sight, they rebuild what has been
destroyed. Why would this mean that they would still be
regarded as lawbreakers (see also Romans 3:9; 19-207?

By separating himself from the Gentile believers in Antioch
was Peter in danger of unintentionally setting aside God’s
grace?




Why might Peter unintentionally be in danger of setting aside
God’s grace by separating himself from Gentile believers?

How are believers who have died to the law to live (see also
Romans 7:4-6)?

Guarding the truth

Earlier in the chapter Paul wrote that he didn’t give into the
false believers in Jerusalem not even for a moment. He stood
firm so that they truth of the gospel might be preserved for
the Galatians and presumably for all the Gentiles (Gal. 2:3-5).
While Cephas wasn’t a false brother, but a revered apostle and
church leader, his conduct in Antioch was not in line with the
truth of the gospel. The apostle Paul had to oppose him and
confront him about his hypocrisy to ensure that the truth of
the gospel was preserved and God’s grace was not set aside.

Think about it

In what way do we need to be prepared to guard the truth of
the gospel today?

How can our actions sometimes undermine the message of
God’s grace and how do we ensure that they don’t?

How might you personally bring your life more into alignment
with the truth that you say that you believe?




