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2. Apostle to the Gentiles 
Galatians 1:11-2:10 

Introduction 
 
How did you come to get your first job or even the one that 

are currently doing? Or if you are not doing what you would 

like to be doing now what would you have to do to do 

something that you would possibly like to do? 

 

Paul in this section has made clear to the Galatians how he 

came to get his job as the apostle to the Gentiles and what 

that meant for him and the gospel of Christ that he preached.  

 

Preaching the gospel 
 
Please read verses 11 to 24 to understand how the apostle 

came to be preaching the gospel. 

 

1. How did Paul come to be an apostle to the Gentiles? 

 

 

 

2. What had Paul been doing before God called him and why 

was this significant for his argument (see Also Acts 8:1-3; 9:1-

22; 26:9-11)? 

 

 

3. Why did Paul go up to Jerusalem three years after his 

conversion and who did he meet there at that time? 
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4. Why were the churches of Judea praising the Lord? 

 

 

Think about it 
 
Paul recounted his own experience of how he came to be an 

apostle to not just defend himself but also the gospel from 

those who would distort it.  

 

How did Paul’s call to preach the gospel highlight that the 

gospel which he preached came from God and not from men? 

 

 

How had God equipped him for this role and when did he 

begin in it? (see also Acts 9:15)?  

 

 

Paul’s visit to Jerusalem three years later also did not 

influence or change the gospel that he preached. Why was 

this the case? 

 

 

How should understanding the origin of the gospel influence 

us today? 
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Defending the gospel 
 

The apostle not only had been given the task of preaching the 

gospel to the Gentiles, but he also needed to defend so that 

the truth of the gospel might be preserved. After fourteen 

years (probably since his conversion in AD 31/32) Paul again 

visited Jerusalem, this time to preach the gospel there to 

ensure that his work among the Gentiles wasn’t undermined 

by false believers. Please read verses 1 to 10 of chapter 2. 

 

5. Why did Paul go to Jerusalem and what did he do when he 

got there and why? 

 

 

 

6. Why did the issue come up in Jerusalem over whether 

Titus was circumcised or not arose (see Acts 15:5, Gal. 5:2)? 

 

 

 

7. In what way had Paul not given in? 

 

 

 

8. What did those who were regarded as important in 

Jerusalem recognise when Paul set forth his gospel? 

 

 

 

9. What did Peter, James and John give to the apostle Paul? 
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Think about it 
 
Paul went to Jerusalem to protect the message of the gospel 

against those who had infiltrated the ranks there. He didn’t 

give in to them so that the truth of the gospel might always 

remain with the Gentiles.  

 

Why were these brothers/believers referred to as false 

believers? When does someone who claims to be a believer 

become a false believer? 

 

 

Why was this meeting between the apostle Paul and the 

esteemed leaders/pillars of the church in Jerusalem so 

important? 

 

 

 If Paul had gone to Jerusalem and met with those esteemed 

as leaders there how might this have compromised his own 

work among the Gentiles? 

 

 

Are churches vulnerable in this way today? In what way can 

churches find themselves in danger? 

 

 

How do we ensure that the truth remains with people today? 

 

 

 

 

 


