8. The time of the end
Daniel 8

Waiting for the end

How are you at waiting? Are you one of those people who
find it difficult to wait? Have you ever found yourself flicking
ahead in a novel that you are reading to see how it all ended
up? If you have gone straight to the end, did you find that
this was helpful?

Today in chapter 8 of Daniel the Lord again flicks ahead in
the pages of history to inform Daniel of what was up ahead
for the people of God. A vision came to Daniel in the third
year of the reign of King Belshazzar. In this vision Daniel is
told more about the times that will lead up to the end of
God's judgement on the people of Israel. This chapter is
divided into two parts. There is firstly the vision in verses 1to
14 and then its interpretation in the remainder of the
chapter.

The vision

Please read verses 1to 14 to understand what Daniel saw in
this vision.



1. What was the first animal that Daniel saw and what was
this animal like?

2. What was the second creature that Daniel saw and what
was it like?

3. From among the four horns that arose after the large horn
was broken off, one horn received particular attention. What
conflict did this horn enter?

4. In his vision Daniel overheard a conversation between two
holy ones discussing the timing of these things. How long
will the sanctuary be trampled underfoot?

Think about it

In what way were the ram and the goat alike?
What happens to the horns?

Why was one horn allowed to cause such havoc among the
saints?




The meaning of the vision

Like the dream that Daniel had in the first year of Belshazzar
he found this one disturbing. He was troubled by it. In his
vision he asked one of those standing by for the meaning of
all of this. Please read verse 15 to 27 to discover what it all
meant.

5. What time in history is this vision concerned with?

6. What kingdoms do the ram and goat represent and what
events in their history are singled out?

7. The stern-faced king set his face against the Lord and his
people. Why does he succeed in the things he does?

8. Why did this vision need to be sealed up?



Think about it

After the explanation Daniel seems extremely disturbed by
the vision. He was exhausted and lay ill for several days. He
found it difficult to understand for these things concerned
the distant future. He was appalled by the vision.

Why was the vision so disturbing? What was it saying was still

to come for the people of God?

What comfort would such a vision bring to those who would
go through the turmoil of these times?

Conclusion

This dream has some links and connections with the dream
that Nebuchadnezzar had in chapter 2 and Daniel’s earlier
dream recounted in chapter 7. It doesn't refer to all the four
kingdoms of the other two dreams but deals with middle
two. This dream makes it clear that before the end comes
God's people were going to go through some pretty difficult
times. In a similar way believers are warned and prepared
that will come before Jesus returns and the end comes.




Think about it

Please look up the following passages that speak about the
things believers will face before the return of the Lord Jesus
and the coming of the end. Divide into groups and choose a
passage list what we are told to expect before the end and
how believers are encouraged to stand firm. Report back to
the group your findings.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

2 Timothy 3:1-16

2 Peter 3:1-18

Revelation 13:1-10




