/. Daniel’s Beastly Dream
Daniel 7

Introduction

What's the worst traffic jam you have been stuck in? Have
you ever been stuck in a traffic jam and not know what is
going on? There may have been an accident up ahead or
the lights might be out or there might be road works, but
you had no way of knowing what the problem was from
back in the traffic where you are. You just can't see enough
of the road to know what is really going on and why things
are as they are.

In the Daniel chapters 7 to 12 God tells his people what was
up ahead for them. In chapters 1to 6 the book recounted
the story of four young Israelites who were carried off as
prisoners and forced to serve the King of Babylon. In the first
half of the book, we saw the difficulties that living in Babylon
posed for these young men. We also saw how these young
men lived in way that honoured the Lord. The second half of
the book mainly consists of a collection of Daniel’s dreams.
These dreams reveal God's perspective on what is going on
in our world. This study will look at the first of Daniel’'s dream
in chapter 7.



Daniel’s Beastly Dream

When Daniel saw this vision, he was no longer a young man.
This first dream occurred in the first year of Belshazzar's
reign (7:1) which would make it something like 50 years of
captivity for Daniel. Please read about the beasts that Daniel
dreamed about in verses 1to 8.

1. Daniel saw four beasts in his dream what were these
beasts like?

2. In what way was the fourth beast different to all the rest?

Think about

What did these beasts have in common?

How would you generally describe these beasts?

Daniel saw more than just these beasts that arose on the
earth. He looked and saw something else going on in
heaven. Please read verses 9 to 14 to discover what he saw
going on in heaven.




3. Who does Daniel see and what was he doing?

4. What happened to the beasts?

5. Who else appears before the throne of God and what
happens to him?

Think about it

The books were opened. What role do you think that the
books have in this scene of judgement?

How might this be a comfort to those who are going
through hardship in this world?




The explanation of the dream

At first Daniel was troubled by the dream for he did not
understand what it was about. He needed someone to
explain the dream to understand what was going on. Please
read verses 15 to 28 to hear the explanation so that you
might understand the dream better.

6. The short answer to Daniel's question about the dream is

found in verse 17 and 18. What was this dream all about?

7. Daniel wasn't content with just the short answer. He
wanted to know more about the fourth beast (19). Why was
the fourth beast different to all the rest?

8. What will eventually happen to this fourth beast?

9. What will eventually happen to the holy people of the
Most High?



Think about it

When does the one like the Son of Man come into the
presence of God to receive authority over all (Matt 28:18-20;
Hebrews 1:3)?

At times in the dream, it seems that the kingdom is given to
an individual (one like the son of man) and at other times
what seems to be suggested is that all the saints receive it
(14, 27). How can both these things be reconciled with one
another (1 Corinthians 15:57; Eph 1:3)?

Conclusion

Daniel was deeply troubled by this vision. The images were
frightening and the message was a difficult one to also
accept. Daniel wanted to know more as do many today who
read this book. Many have sought to identify these four
kingdoms and in particular the king that wages war on the
saints.




One fruitful line of thought is to compare this chapter with
Nebuchadnezzar's dream in chapter 2. In Nebuchadnezzar's
dream he saw a statue with four discrete parts. These parts
corresponded to four kingdoms. The first of these kingdoms
was Nebuchadnezzar's own kingdom (Babylon) and the
other three were the kingdoms which followed his (Medo-
Persian, the Greek and Roman). Many of the details given in
Daniel’s dream would seem to fit with the same four
kingdoms.

Although the identification of these kingdoms might be
interesting it certainly isn't crucial for our understanding of
the message of the dream. The message of the dream is
clear. It is heaven that determines the fate of the kingdoms
of this world. God rules overall and He is establishing a ruler
who has all authority and whose kingdom will last forever.
The saints will be part of this kingdom.

Think about it

What should we remember about the kingdoms of this
world?

How would have this dream brought comfort to people like
Daniel who were living in difficult times?




