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5. The writing on the wall 
Daniel 5 

 

Family traits. 
 

Sometimes the apple doesn’t fall very far from the tree. It is amazing 

how similar sometimes a child can be to one or the other parent. In what 

are you like one or both of your parents or in what way do your children 

take after you? 

 

In the case of Belshazzar, the apple didn’t fall very far from the tree. 

Belshazzar was very much like King Nebuchadnezzar who more than 

likely was Belshazzar’s grandfather. Sometimes certain traits can run in 

families, and arrogance and pride were ones that characterised the 

rulers of Babylon. Please read Daniel chapter 5 verses 1 to 10 to discover 

in what way Belshazzar was like his predecessor. 

 

1. Why did Belshazzar bring out the gold and silver goblets that his 

father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem? What do you think he 

was out to prove by doing this 

 

 

2. What frightened Belshazzar so much that his knees knocked and his 

legs gave way? Why do you think he was so frightened and what caused 

him to become even more terrified? 

 

3. How did the queen (queen mother) comfort Belshazzar? 
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Think about it 
 

Why do you think King Belshazzar praised the gods of gold and silver 

and wood and stone? 

 

 

In what ways was Belshazzar just like king Nebuchadnezzar? 

 

 

The writing on the wall  
 

Like Nebuchadnezzar before him Belshazzar found himself turning to 

Daniel for help. Please read verses 13 to 28 to understand what Daniel 

told the King about the writing on the wall. 

 

4. What did Belshazzar promise Daniel and how did Daniel respond to 

this offer? 

 

 

5. What lesson had Belshazzar failed to heed? 

 

6. What reason did Daniel give for the presence of the writing on the 

wall? 

 

 

7. What did the writing on the wall mean for Belshazzar and the 

kingdom? 

 

 

 

Think about it 
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Nebuchadnezzar had written an open letter so that everyone might 

learn from what God had taught him. Unfortunately, the one person that 

obviously didn’t learn from his example was Belshazzar. Unfortunately, 

many hear the message of God’s rule over the kingdom of men but fail 

to acknowledge and honour the true and living God. 

 

Why do people fail to honour the living God (see also Romans 1:18-23)? 

 

 

In what way do people today give honour lifeless things rather than 

honour the God who holds their life in his hands? What are the idols that 

we keep honouring and why are they important to us?   

 

 

In what way are people today meant to humble themselves and honour 

God (c/f Mark 1:14-15)? 

 

 

 

 

While Daniel could explain the meaning of what had been written on the 

wall, he couldn’t save the king from the judgment that God was bringing 

on him. The king had been weighed in the balance and found wanting. 

Please read verses 29 to 30 to see how the words from heaven were 

fulfilled. 

 

8. Just as Belshazzar kept this word to Daniel, God kept his word to 

Belshazzar. How were the words written on the palace walls fulfilled? 

 

 

Think about it 
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Sometimes people learn their lesson too late. By writing on the wall, 

God’s sentence was being announced on Belshazzar. It was carried out 

sooner than Belshazzar was probably expecting. Unfortunately, not 

everybody will heed the message about God’s rule in time.  

 

At what point is it too late for people today to humble themselves? 

 

Conclusion 
 

The phrase “the writing is on the wall” has passed over into the English 

language from the Bible. It is used as a metaphor for the signs of 

imminent danger being obvious. The truth is that the writing is on the 

wall for our world and all who live in it1. We live in a world that takes 

pride in its own great achievements. Our world ignores God and fails to 

give him the honour that He is due. And the writing is on the wall for 

God has set a day for the judgment for our world and all those who live 

in it. 

 

Think about it 
 

How ought Christians live their lives as they wait for this day to arrive (1 

Peter 1:13-13-16; 2:11-12; 2 Peter 3:11-18)? 

 

 

 
1 Acts 17:31 


