
A lesson for everyone 
Daniel 4 

 
Learning your lesson 
 
Have you ever had to learn a lesson the hard way? The young 
often can’t be told and must learn for themselves the hard way 
what those who are older and wiser are trying to teach them. 
Have you ever had to learn any lessons the hard way? 
 
In this study we are examining how Nebuchadnezzar learned his 
lesson in chapter 4 of the book of Daniel.  Nebuchadnezzar 
recounts the story in chapter 4 because it is a lesson that we all 
need to learn. Please read verses 1 to 3 of chapter 4 which forms 
the introduction to Nebuchadnezzar’s open letter  
 
1. Who is this letter addressed to and what is the point of this 
letter? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
This lesson is for everyone. Nebuchadnezzar makes this clear in 
the introduction to his open letter. He is given us his lesson plan 
and his teaching goals so that we might not have to learn the 
lesson the hard way as he did. What do we need to remember 
about God and why is this important? 
 
 
 
 

 



Warned in advance. 
 
As with most lessons learnt the hard way it usually isn’t because 
we weren’t warned. The problem is that people are warned but 
choose to ignore those warnings. This was exactly how it was 
with Nebuchadnezzar. Please read verses 4 to 18 to see how God 
warned Nebuchadnezzar in advance by a dream that left him 
terrified. 
 
2. In his dream Nebuchadnezzar saw a tree. What was this tree 
like and what was going to happen to it? 
 
3. Things in dreams have a way of running together. What else 
does this stump appear to be and what will happen to it? 
 
 
4. What will be the lesson that is to be learnt from the dream? 
 

Think about it 
 
God can make the lowliest of men kings and he can bring the 
mighty very low. What sort of difference ought this view of 
human achievement and power have on us with regards to our 
views of success and achievement? 
 

 



None of Nebuchadnezzar’s wise men could interpret the dream. 
Again Nebuchadnezzar turned to Daniel. It wasn’t a very 
complementary or pleasant message to pass on to the King and 
Daniel seemed a little reluctant at first to explain it. Please read 
verses 19 to 27 to understand what the dream was all about. 
 
5. What did the tree in the dream represent? 
 
 
6. What was going to happen to him? 
 
 
7. What was the advice that Daniel offered Nebuchadnezzar? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
What must all people understand and acknowledge about God? 
 
 
How do people practically live out the truth of this 
understanding of God? 
 
 

 
Learning the hard way 
 
Some people just can’t be told. They have to learn their lesson 
the hard way. The king of Babylon did not heed Daniel’s advice 
and it happened to him just as the Lord said it would. Please 
read verses 28 to 37. 
 
8. How long did Nebuchadnezzar have to wait before the dream 
was fulfilled? Why was it the appropriate moment? 
 
9. What happened to him? 
 
 



Think about it 
 
What did Nebuchadnezzar learn? 
 
What are people who learn this lesson like? 
 
 
What happens to those who don’t learn this lesson? 
 

 
Conclusion 
 
Nebuchadnezzar learnt this lesson the hard way. It is however a 
lesson that God wants everyone to learn before it is too late. 
This is the reason we have this open letter from 
Nebuchadnezzar in the book of Daniel. 
 

Think about it 
 
What do you think we ought to be doing to help others to learn 
this lesson before it’s too late? 
 
 
Why do you think so many are so hard-headed when it comes to 
learning the lesson? 
 

 


