3. Conflict with Babylon

Daniel 3

Introduction

How are you when faced with conflict? Are you the
sort of person who tries to avoid conflict at all costs?
Do you give in at the first sign of opposition? Do you
stand your ground when conflict arises? Or are you
the sort of person that runs too quickly into a fight? Do
you perhaps sometimes find yourself in unnecessary
conflict? Can all conflict be avoided?

God's people living in this world sometimes find
themselves in conflict with those around them and at
times this conflict can be with some very powerful
people. At times this conflict might be avoidable but
there will be some that isn't. Sometimes those in this
world ask of us that which we cannot give them. In
chapter 3 today we will read about the conflict that
arose between the Jews and Nebuchadnezzar. Three
young men are put under enormous pressure by the
powerful to conform and do what everyone else is
doing in Babylon.



The image of gold

Please read verses 1to 7 to understand what gave rise
to the conflict.

1. What was set up on the plains of Dura and who was

invited to its dedication?

2. What were those who were summoned to the
dedication of the image required to do?

3. How did the people generally respond to what
Nebuchadnezzar wanted them to do?

Think about it

What do you think the image of gold represented and
why were the people to worship this image?

What do you think was the point of the elaborate
exercise?




Controversy and Conflict

Controversy and conflict involving the Jews soon arose
in Babylon over this golden image that
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Please read verses 8 to
18 to learn what was at the heart of the controversy.

5. Why did the Chaldeans/astrologers denounce the
Jews?

6. How did Nebuchadnezzar respond to the news that
the Jews were not serving his gods or worshipping the
image he had set up?

7. What did Nebuchadnezzar suggest that their god
would not be able to do?

8. Why did these men refuse to conform to the king's
decree?



Think about it

What was the conflict that Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego found themselves caught up in Babylon?

In what way do believers still find themselves caught
up in this conflict today?

When is it that you can avoid conflict and when can't
you avoid conflict?

The fiery furnace

Nebuchadnezzar became furious with the young men
from Israel and acted upon his threat. Yet these men
were not alone amid this conflict. God was with them.
Please read verses 19 to 30 to understand how
Nebuchadnezzar was proved wrong about the ability
of their God to rescue them.




9. What did Nebuchadnezzar do to try and make sure
that the three Israelites were beyond rescue?

10. What did God do to rescue them and how
successful was he?

Think about it

What does Nebuchadnezzar learn about the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego?

How did these three men have the courage to defy
the king?

Does God always deliver his people in ways like this?

Can we be confident even today that God will rescue
us if we put our trust in him rather than this world (c.f.
Daniel 12:1-4)?




Conclusion

Our world pressures us to conform to it and its ways.
We can sometimes find ourselves in conflict with those
who belong to this world. Like these young men we
can be tempted to compromise our single-minded
devotion to the Lord.

Think about it

What idols have the people of our own day created for
themselves? What things are we being encouraged to
worship in place of the living God?

We are not always confronted by someone
threatening to take away our lives, but we can be
tempted to conform because of other things that
might be taken away from us. What are some of these
things that this world threatens to take away from us?

What are those who resist the pressure to conform like
(see also Acts 4:18-22; 1 Peter 3:13-15; Rev 12:10-11)?




