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10. The end of trouble 
Daniel 10-12 

 

Trouble 
 

All of us at some time in our lives will experience trouble and 

strife. Most of us would hope that our lives will be relatively 

trouble-free, but the world in which we live is a troubled one. 

What are some of the troubles that are playing out now in 

the world? Which ones concern you the most? 

 

While we live in this world we cannot expect to live trouble 

free lives. As Job said, “Man is born to trouble as sure as 

sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7). The expectation of the Bible is 

that we will all face trouble and hardship for we are a part of 

this world that is passing away. The last three chapters of 

Daniel help us to understand God’s answer to the trouble we 

face. These chapters (10 to 12) deal specifically with the 

trouble facing God’s people at that time and highlight what 

ultimately will be the answer to our troubles. 

 

A great conflict 
 

Chapter 10 largely deals with how a messenger prepared 

Daniel to hear and understand God’s answer. Please read 

this chapter. 
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1. What was this message about (10:1)? 

 

 

2. Who brought it this message and why had he been 

delayed? 

 

 

Think about it 
 

The trouble that we see in our lives and in this world is, part 

of, and caused by, a much larger conflict that many don’t 

take account of. We experience trouble because we are born 

into this conflict. It is like being born into a combat zone. 

 

Where is this conflict happening and who is it between? 

 

 

Do you think that believers today see themselves living in a 

combat zone? 

 

 

 

The trouble ahead 
 

This messenger came to Daniel to prepare him and God’s 

people for the trouble that up ahead of them (10:14). In 

chapter 11 the messenger described the trouble that was 

immediately ahead of the Israelites during the Greek period 
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of history. The message focuses on the time after the Greek 

empire had been divided into four.  

 

Much of the trouble during this time happened because the 

people of Israel were caught in the crossfire between two 

rival kingdoms. The southern kingdom of Egypt ruled by the 

Ptolemies and the northern kingdom of Asia and Syria ruled 

by the Seleucids were battling it out for supremacy in the 

area. Please read 2 to 20 of chapter 11 to learn how Israel 

became the meat in the sandwich as these two kingdoms 

struggled to dominate each other. 

 

3. Israel was located right in the middle of these two 

struggling powers. What will Israel be able to do about this 

(14)? 

 

 

Think about it 
 

At times God’s people get caught in the crossfire. The 

trouble we experience isn’t necessarily always aimed at us 

directly. All trouble we experience doesn’t come just because 

of who we are but because we also live in a trouble world.  

 

What sorts of troubles do we experience just because we live 

in this world? 
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In contrast to the first kind of trouble there is another kind of 

trouble that God’s people experience because they belong 

to the kingdom of God. In the second half of chapter 11 the 

messenger told Daniel of a ruler from the North who would 

bring a time of immense trouble for God’s people. Please 

read 11:21-45. 

 

4. What trouble with this ruler cause for God’s people? 

 

 

5. Why will he cause God’s people so much trouble? 

 

 

Think about it 
 

How does this sort of trouble relate to the larger conflict that 

the messenger spoke to Daniel about? 

 

 

 

Many of these details describe the reign of Antiochus IV. 

Antiochus tried to force the Jews to abandon the Law and 

adopt Greek culture and gods. He rewarded those who did 

and killed many faithful Israelites who refused to abandon 

the covenant with the Lord. He was finally forced to leave the 

south when the Roman fleet brought Roman might to Egypt. 

It was on the way home that he massacred the people of 

Jerusalem and his troops desecrated the temple. He set up 
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an altar to Zeus and offered sacrifices to him. He gave 

himself the name Antiochus Ephiphanes which meant “God 

manifest”. Antiochus would bring much trouble for God’s 

people living through these times. Please read again verses 

33 to 35 to understand more of the trouble that God’s 

people would go through. 

 

6. What will happen to the wise and faithful among Gd 

people during this time?  

 

 

7. How long will the trouble in this world go on for? 

 

 

Think about it 

 
Even our troubles aren’t without purpose and meaning. Why 

does God allow us to experience these things (c/f 1 Peter 1:6-

7)? 
 

 

 

The end of trouble 
 

One day the trouble will end. Our lives will be free of trouble 

and pain. The end of trouble comes at the appointed end. In 

chapter 12 Daniel is told what will happen at the end and is 
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prepared for the difficult times leading up to the end. Please 

read this final chapter. 

 

8. What will the time before the end be like? 

 

 

9. Who will be delivered at the end? 

 

 

10. How long will be before the end finally comes? 

 

 

Think about it 
 

Daniel vision stretches to the end of history as we know it. 

How does this vision of the end help us now as we struggle 

through times of trouble? 

 

 

How does the wise person live in a troubled world? 

 

 

What book is being referred to and how do you get your 

name written in it (Luke 10:20; Rev. 13:8; 20:15; 21:27)? 
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Conclusion 
 

The first half of the book of Daniel highlights the way that 

God can miraculously save his people from trouble. We see 

Daniel and his friends saved from death a number of times. 

These last chapters however provide a different perspective. 

 

Think about it 
 

What do we learn here in these last few chapters about 

God’s rescue plan for his people? 

 

 

In what way do you think that you need to readjust your 

expectations of life? 

 

 

 

 

  

 


