9. Daniel’s prayer & God's answer
Daniel 9

Prayerfulness

Are you prayerful? Do you find that you are praying regularly for
things that really matter? The disciples asked Jesus to teach them
to pray. Do you find yourself in the same situation wanting to
know how you should be praying?

Daniel was a prayerful man. As a young man before
Nebuchadnezzar he turned to God for help and urged his three
friends to also plead to God for mercy (Daniel 2:17-18). In Daniel 9
we meet Daniel again. He is now an old man. It was now the first
year of Darius, the son of Xerxes and for almost seventy years
Jerusalem had laid in ruins. Yet, Daniel remains as prayerful as
ever. His regular custom was to get down on his knees three times
a day to give thanks to the Lord (Daniel 6:10). In chapter 9 we read
how Daniel made a great discovery while reading the word of the
Lord and how this discovery shaped his prayers. In this study we
are going to look at Daniel’s prayer and how the Lord answered to
better understand how we too should be praying.

A great discovery

Please read Daniel 9:1-3 to understand Daniel's great discovery
that changed the shape of his prayers.

1. What discover did Daniel make and how did he make it?
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2. Please read Jeremiah 29:10-11. What had the Lord promised his
people?

3. How did Daniel respond to hearing the promise of God in the
Scriptures?

Think about it

How should the knowledge of God's promise, plans and purposes
affect us today?

Why does Scripture need to be shaping our prayers?

A great prayer

Daniel's prayer is recorded in 9:4 —19. It is both a prayer of
confession and a prayer of intercession. Please read verses 4 to 14
and look at Daniel confession of his own sin and that of his
people?

4. What does Daniel confess on behalf of himself and his people?
5. What happened as a result of God's people turning away from

the Lord?
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Think about it

Daniel here confesses the sin of his people. Can you identify any
elements in Daniel's confession that are an important part of
confessing our sins?

Daniel recognised that while the Lord had been faithful, the
people of God had not. Please read 9:15-19 to examine how
Daniel interceded for his people and Jerusalem.

6. On what basis did Daniel ask God to turn away his anger from
Jerusalem and his people?

Think about it

You might have thought that once Daniel had read that God had
promised to bring back His people that he didn't need to do
anything apart from wait for it to happen. But this wasn't how
Daniel reacted to hearing the will of God as it is revealed in
Scripture.

What was the focus of Daniel’s prayers and petitions? What was
he praying for?




How do God's people participate with God in his work through
their prayers?

A great answer

Daniel received a wonderful answer to his prayer even before he
had finished praying it. Gabriel arrived and gave Daniel insight far
beyond the immediate future and what would happen with exiles.

Many of the visions in the book use symbols to represent nations
and kings. The numbers are also sometimes used symbolically.
Gabriel talked about “seventy, sevens.” Here the numbers are
being used symbolically. It would seem that “the seventy” of
Jeremiah's prophecy is now used by Gabriel to represent the rest
of time. "Seventy sevens” would represent a full measure of time.
Gabriel was referring to the full extent of the time remaining.

Please read Daniel 9:20-27 to understand the insight that Daniel
was to happen before the full measure of time would come for
people of God and everything will be put right.

7. What things are listed in verse 24 that would need to happen
before the coming of the end?

8. Time is divided is further divide into three periods: (a) seven
sevens; (b) sixty-two sevens and (c) one last seven. What was to



happen with regards, to God's people, his city and his temple
before the end and when would these things happen?

Think about it

Daniel was given insight into the ultimate future of the city of God,
Jerusalem. Have a look at the following passages and how the
New Testaments talks about the city of God. What will the city of
God/Jerusalem be like (Gal 4:26, Heb 12:22 Rev 3:12, 21:1-4)?

Who is the anointed one and what happens to him and what part
does he have in restoring Jerusalem?

Conclusion

The apostle Paul says that God can do far more than we ask or
can even imagine. This certainly was the case for Daniel. He was
praying for Jerusalem, but he never imagined the full extent of
God's purposes for that city. The Lord sent Gabriel to give him
insight and understanding of his plans for Jerusalem and his
people.

Think about it

Today we are privileged to have an even greater appreciation of
God's plan and purpose. We know that we are living in the end
times. The “seventy sevens” are nearly up. We live in the last half
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of the final seven. Everything that needed to happen has
happened.

How do you think we should behave as a result of understanding
these things (1 Peter 4:7-11; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31)?

What should we be praying for?




