7. Watchful

Colossians 4:2-18

Introduction

Have you ever been left in charge of something that you
had to remain alert and keep watching out for? Have you
ever had to remain vigilant to ensure that things went as
you were intending them to go?

There are often times in life that we need to be watchful
and alert. We shouldn’t go to sleep while we are on the
job. We shouldn’t get distracted by other less important
things so that we forget what it is that we are really
meant to be doing. One of the things that Jesus said to
his disciples before he left them that they were to watch
and pray. In this final section of the letter Paul
concludes his exhortation to the Colossians exhorting
them to be devoted in prayer being watchful and
thankful. In this last part of the letter, we will get an idea
of what it means to be watchful in prayer as we examine
both Paul’s final words to the Colossians and the final
greetings from Paul and his other faithful workers.

Final words

Please read verses 2 to 6 to understand the Apostle
Paul’s final instructions to the Colossians.



1. The apostle tells the Colossians to be devoted to
prayer. What does the apostle ask the Colossians to pray
for when they remember him in prayer?

2. In addition to being devoted to praying what does the
apostle also exhort the Colossians to be doing?

3. How do we make the most of the opportunities that
God supplies us with?

Think about it

In these final words to the Colossians the apostle
outlines how they should be conducting themselves
while they are waiting for the coming of the LORD. In
these words, we discover something of what it means to
be watchful and alert.

What is involved in us being watchful while we wait for
the coming of Jesus?

What does it mean for our conversations to be full of
grace and seasoned with salt?

Paul wanted the Colossians to pray that he might
proclaim the gospel clearly. Why is it so important for
the gospel to be proclaimed clearly?




Paul wanted the Colossians to be devoted to prayer and
to pray for him and his fellow workers. Please read
verses 7 to 10 where the apostle tells them of how he
intended to update them about their circumstances.

4. Who was Paul sending to the Colossians with this
letter and what does Paul say about them?

5. Why was Paul sending these two men?

Think about it

What affect do you think that the coming of these two
men would have on the prayers of the Colossians?

What was the other reason that these guys were being
sent to the Colossians?

Final greetings

Paul has concluded his letter by passing on greetings
from him and several others. In these greetings we are
introduced to the apostle’s fellow workers who were
faithfully working alongside the apostle. Please read
verses 10 to 15.

6. Paul mentions three other Jews who were fellow

workers with him. Who were these fellow workers and
what are we told about them?
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7. Who were the Gentiles that were working with the
apostle and what are we told about them?

8. What was Epaphras doing?

9. Who were the Colossians to greet on the apostle
behalf?

10. What were the Colossians to do with the apostle’s
letter?

Think about it

Paul ends his letter with these greetings from him and
his fellow workers in the gospel. In this section we get
an idea of what those who are being watchful are like by
looking at his words about his fellow workers especially
Epaphras who seems to get a special mention.

What were these fellow workers doing?

What do you think it means for us today to be watchful
and alert in these times?




