3. Gospel servants
Colossians 1:24-2:5

Deceivers

Have you ever been taken in by someone claiming to be
someone that they are not or do you know someone who has?

Unfortunately, there are unscrupulous people out there trying
to deceive people. There are lots of scammers that prey on
the unaware and the naive. They promise everything and take
whatever they can but give nothing back in return except
disappointment and heartache. This was the problem at
Corinth. There were those who had come among the
Colossians trying to deceive them through fine-sound
arguments (2:4). They were trying to take them captive
through hollow and deceptive philosophies which might have
sounded impressive but were not based on the gospel of the
LORD Jesus (2:8). They were all show but no substance. In this
section of Paul’s letter to Colossians having explained the
gospel Paul goes on to describes what a genuine gospel
servant ought to look like. He explains his own commission as
servant of the gospel in order that no one might deceive
them. Please read chapter 1 and verse 24 to chapter 2 and
verse 5.

Servant of the church

In verse 24 to 29 of chapter 1the apostle explained to the
Colossians how God had commissioned him to be a servant of
the gospel and the church. Please read these verses again and
answer the following questions.



1. As a servant of the gospel the apostle Paul had experienced
suffering and hardship. Why had Paul endured such
hardship?

2. What commission had God given to the apostle?

3. Why do you think Paul described the word that he was
proclaiming as a mystery?

4. Who was this mystery being revealed to?

5. What is the mystery that had been hidden and what is the
richness of it (c.f. Rom 8:18-21)?

6. What is it that Paul does to proclaim the word of God in all
its fullness (c.f. 2 Cor. 4:5)?

7. Why did the apostle labour to proclaim Christ in this way?

Think about it

The deceivers loved their find-sounding arguments. They
delighted in a false humility and the worship of angels. They
went into great detail about what they had seen and were
taken with their own ideas (2:18). But this wasn’t what being a
servant of the gospel was all about.




What is involved in being a servant of the gospel?

How did the apostle Paul have the strength to labour on
serving in this way year after year?

What ought to be the outcome of genuine gospel ministry?

Paul laboured and struggled so that everyone might be
presented perfect in Christ. Do you think we all need to
labour and serve in this way or was this something that was
particular to the apostle because of his commission to the
apostle to the Gentiles?

Do you feel that you have been called to be a servant of
Christ’s body, the church?

Serving the Colossians

Paul goes on to explain that as a servant of the gospel he had
been serving the Colossians and all those he had not
personally met. Please read verses 1 to 5 of chapter 2 to
understand his intentions with regards to the Colossians.

8. What was Paul’s purpose in what he had been doing for the
Colossians?
9. What treasures are found in Christ?

10. How would knowing where the treasures are found
protect them from those who would deceive them?




11. What is that Paul delighted to see when it comes to the
Colossians?

Think about it

Often people abandon what they have been given if they have
come to not appreciate just how precious what they have is.
The apostle wrote to the Colossians to ensure that they
understood the value of what they had received in the gospel.

Why is what you have in Christ so precious?

Is there anything that believers need to understand and
know?

Paul talks about labouring and struggling on behalf of the
Colossians and others he had never met. How do you think we
should be labouring and struggling for other believers?

What are some ways you can be doing this?




