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`Everything we need 
The letter to the Colossians 

 
Introduction 

 
Letter writing for many of us is becoming a thing of 
the past. Depending on how old we are it might be 
something that we have never done.  Today it is 
unusual to find yourself writing a letter to a friend. 
Many of us are probably far more likely to send 
them an email, skype them, or post something on 
Facebook or get on the phone and give them a call. 
In the ancient world writing a letter was the only 
way to be able to communicate with those who you 
were not able to visit and talk with in person. The 
apostle Paul wrote many letters. Many of these were 
to churches that he personally had had a hand in 
establishing through visiting and preaching the 
gospel. The letters to Corinthians, Galatians, 
Ephesians, and Philippians are examples of such 
letters.  
 
The letter to the Colossians is not one of these. The 
city of Colosse was in the Roman province of Asia 
in what now would be regarded as western Turkey. 
Ephesus was the main city of Asia and Colosse was 
about 130 km east of Ephesus. It was situated in 
Lycus valley not far from Laodicea that was an 
extremely prosperous commercial centre on the 
main road from east to west. 
Paul had never visited the church in Colosse. The 
gospel had come to the Colossians through an 
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associate of the apostle, named Epaphras. Paul 
referred to him as dear fellow servant who was a 
faithful minister of Christ on their behalf. Paul says 
that not only was this man a servant of Christ but 
he was also one of them, a Colossian (1:12). At the 
time of writing this letter it would seem that others 
had come who were trying to lead the Colossians 
astray with their hollow and deceptive teaching (2:6-
8). Paul wrote this letter to encourage the 
Colossians to stand firm in their faith in Christ so 
that they might continue to live in him. Paul 
explained to them that his labour for the Colossian 
and for all those who had not met him personally 
was so that we might know Christ so that no one 
may lead us astray by fine-sounding arguments (2:1-
3). Hopefully as you read through his letter you will 
grow in your understanding of the word of God in 
all its fullness and know the glorious riches of 
Christ in you, the hope of glory (1:27). 
 
Philip Calman 
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1. A worthy life 
Colossians 1:1-14 

 
Introduction 
 
The adage goes you don’t know what you have until 
it’s gone. Have you had something that you didn’t 
really appreciate until after it was gone?  
 
We often take for granted what we have. We often 
don’t appreciate what we have and we end up giving 
it away for something that can never take its place. 
This was the danger posed by those who had come 
along with their fine-sounding arguments and 
hollow and deceptive philosophies. Those who were 
teaching these things suggested that the truth of 
the gospel wasn’t enough and that the Colossians 
needed to go beyond what they had learnt from 
Epaphras who had preached the gospel to them. In 
this letter the apostle Paul helps the Colossians 
appreciate richness of God’s grace to them in 
Christ. Please read verses 1 to 14 of chapter 1 
where Paul begins to explain the importance of 
what they had received in his greeting and through 
the report of his prayer for Colossians. 
 

Paul’s greetings 
 
In the greetings the apostle Paul introduced himself 
and reminded the Colossians of who they were. 
Please review the first two verses and answer the 
following questions. 
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1. Who was the letter from? 
 
 
2. How does Paul describe the Colossians? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
Why did Paul write to the Colossians? to write to 
them (c.f. Colossians; 2:4; 2:8 2:16; 2:6-7)? 
 
 
How would have Paul’s greeting reassured them (see 
also (1:25-26)? 
 
 

 

Paul’s Thanksgiving prayer 
 
From the outset of the letter, the apostle Paul is 
reminding the Colossians of what they already had 
in Christ. One of the ways in which he does this was 
to explain what he prayed for on their behalf. Please 
read verses 3 to 7 to understand what the apostle 
thought was so significant that he and Timothy 
were always thanking God for when he prayed for 
the Colossians. 
 
3. What did Paul thank the LORD for whenever he 
remembered the Colossians in prayer? 
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4. How had these things come to be there in their 
lives? 
 
 
5. What does Paul report was happening throughout 
the world? 
 
 
 

Think about it 
 
The Colossians were in danger from those with 
their fine-sounding arguments. It wasn’t that they 
were necessarily denying the usefulness of what 
they had learnt from Epaphras, but it might have 
been that they were just saying that it wasn’t 
enough. Paul in this letter seeks to assure the 
Colossians that what they had received was 
everything they needed.  
 
What does Paul say about the gospel that ought to 
have reassured the Colossians that what they had 
received was all that was needed? 
 
 
Those who had these fine sounding arguments were 
more concerned about what they eat or drank or 
what festival or celebration they kept (2:16). What 
sort of fruit ought the gospel bear in our lives as 
believers?  
 
 
 



6 
 

 

 
What do you think we ought to do to encourage 
such fruitfulness? 
 
 
 

 

Paul’s prayer of intercession 
 
Paul not only told Paul what he thanked the LORD 
for when he prayed for the Colossians, but he also 
explained what he asked God for in God in his 
prayer for them. Please read verses 9 to 15. 
 
6. What did the apostle ask God for when it came to 
the Colossians? 
 
 
7. Why did he pray this? 
 
 
8. Paul gives some details about the sort of life that 
pleases the LORD in verses 10 to twelve. What is 
this life like? 
 
 
9. Paul goes on to explain why this life of joyful 
thanksgiving is appropriate for the believer. What 
have we already got that we should be so thankful 
and appreciative of? 
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Think about it 
 
Often people focus on the wrong things. Paul’s 
prayer shows us what ought to be our focus as 
believers. 
 
What is it that we ought to be concerned to see 
happen in our lives? What is it that we ought to be 
praying for as believers? 
 
 
Often people talk about wanting to know and 
understand God’s will for their lives? What does 
Paul’s prayer reveal about God’s will for our lives? 
 
 
What exactly are we to be fruitful in and what does 
this mean?  
 
 
Where do we see God’s great power demonstrated 
in our lives today? 
 
 
 
Often people focus on the wrong things. How do 
you think we should be praying for one another and 
ourselves? 
 
 

 


