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2. First place  
Colossian 1:15-1:23 
 

1. Introduction 
 
What was your position in the family that you were born 
into? Where you a first child, a middle or last child or 
somewhere in between all of these?  Do you think that 
the order you came in the family meant that there was a 
difference in the way you were treated compared to 
other siblings? Was more or less expected of you 
compared to your other siblings? 
 
In the ancient world a “first born” son had the 
preeminent position in the family. The firstborn had all 
the responsibilities and all the privileges for they would 
inherit the majority of their father’s estate. The first 
born was the one who had the position of pre-eminence. 
From this background the word came to also be used of 
those who had supremacy of position in other areas of 
life. In this way it is applied to Jesus in the reading that 
we are studying today. In this passage it is used of Jesus 
to highlight his supremacy both in creation and 
redemption. Please read verses 15 to 23. 
 

Supremacy in Creation 
 
In verses 15 to 17 Paul explains what it means for Christ 
Jesus to be the firstborn over all creation. Please read 
these verses to understand why the son is supreme over 
all creation.  
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1. Why is Jesus the firstborn over all creation? 
 
 
2. In what way does Paul make it clear that there is 
nothing that doesn’t come under the Son? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
Paul writes to the Colossians in chapter 2 that they were 
not let anyone “who delights in false humility and the 
worship of angels disqualify” them from the prize (2:18). 
Obviously these people were potential a stumbling block 
or a tripping hazard to the Colossians. Paul wrote to 
reassure them reminding them of what they had 
received in Christ. 
 
What does Paul say about the LORD Jesus in these verses 
that highlights the sufficiency of Christ? 
 
 
Sometimes people suggest that Jesus was just a man 
that God elevated to be his firstborn. How do these 
verses refute such an idea? 
 
 
In what way are we always dependant on the Son? 
 
 

 

Supremacy in the church 
 
Paul goes on to explain that Christ is also supreme in the 
church. Please read verses 18 to 20 to understand why 
the Son is head of the church. 
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3. Why is Christ the head of the body, the church? 
 
 
4. Why is Christ Jesus the first born from among the 
dead? 
 
 
5. Why was it right for Christ to have such supremacy in 
creation and in the church? 
 
 
 

Think about it 
 
Sometimes we can know someone but not really 
appreciate who they are and the significant role they 
might play or have played in our lives. The apostle Paul 
wanted the Colossians to appreciate Christ more and 
more.  
 
How do you think we ought to respond to Christ if we 
understand his pre-eminence in all things? 
 
 

 
Our reconciliation 
 
In the verses which follow the apostle explained to the 
Colossians how the one who has supremacy over all 
things has reconciled them to God. Please read verses 21 
to 23. 
 
6. What had we been like before we came to know the 
firstborn over all creation? 
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7. How had things changed for the Colossians?  What 
had Christ done for them? 
 
 
8. What is the ultimate purpose of this reconciliation? 
 
 
9. What was this future conditional on? 
 

Think about it 
 
There is a warning here for the Colossian and us. What is 
the great danger for Christians? What is it that we must 
watch out for? 
  
 
How can other hopes end up moving us away from hope 
that is held out in the gospel?  
 
 
For the Colossians there were those who talked about 
what they had seen and who delighted in false humility 
and the worship of angels. These were all false hopes. 
What are the hopes today that you think believers are 
most in danger of? 
 
 
What do we need to do to encourage one another to 
stand firm? 
 
 

 


