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Introduction

Paul wrote the first letter to Timothy while Timothy was
in Ephesus. Timothy was a man on a mission. Paul had
sent him to Ephesus because of the trouble there. Paul
wrote this letter to give Timothy further instructions
about his ministry in Ephesus. By studying this letter, we
can better understand how to fight the good fight
ourselves and get on with God’s work in the world.

Philip Calman



1. God’s work and us
1 Timothy 1:1-11

Introduction

Have you ever had to do a job that you felt you weren’t
gualified or experienced enough to do? Have you ever
felt that you were thrown into the deep end? How did
you go?

Timothy might have felt like he had been thrown into
the deep end when the apostle Paul sent him to
Ephesus. He was still a relatively young man and at
times seemed to have needed affirmation,
encouragement and reassurance (c/f 2 Timothy 1:6,7).
Yet Paul had given this young man an important and
difficult job to do in Ephesus. Please read 1:1-2 Timothy
to find out more about Timothy and the man who had
given him his assignment at Ephesus.



1. How does Paul describe himself and how does he
describe Timothy?

Think about it

Why do you think Paul picked Timothy for this
assignment (c/f 1 Corinthians 4:14-17; 16:10; Philippians
2:19-23)?

Timothy’s work in Ephesus
Timothy had been sent to Ephesus with a job to do.
Please read 1:3-7 to find out more about his work in

Ephesus.

2. What had Timothy been sent to Ephesus to do?

3. What trouble were these false teachers causing (see
also 1 Timothy 6:3-5)?




4. What was motivating the false teachers (see also 1
Timothy 6:3-10)?

Think about it

How bad were things in Ephesus?

How easy do you think Timothy’s job would have been
(see also 4:1-3; 4:11-12)? Why?

God’s work in our world

These false teachers did not understand the way that
God works in our world. By devoting themselves to
myths and endless genealogies they were not
promoting God’s work. By silencing these false teachers
Paul hoped that people might come to a knowledge of
the truth and be saved. Thus, God’s work would be
advanced or promoted.

5. In verse 5 Paul explains the goal of his command.
What outcome does Paul hope to see?




6. What role does faith have in God’s work (4, see also
4:10))?

7. What had the false teachers wandered away from?

Think about it

Unfortunately, not everyone who claims to be a
Christian is promoting the work of God. God’s work is
the work of salvation. Therefore, Paul repeatedly refers
to God as God our Saviour (1:1; 2:3; 4:10) throughout
the letter. It is also why he explained that God wants all
men to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth
(2:4). It was also the purpose of Christ coming into the
world. Paul says that Christ came into our world to save
sinners (1:15). This is the work that all of us are to be
promoting.




What made the talk of these teachers meaningless?

How easy is it for churches to become consumed by
meaningless things? Can you give any examples?

How can we prevent what we do when we meet
together from becoming meaningless?

Is all controversy wrong? Can controversy ever be
appropriate or unavoidable?

What peril were these teachers in if they kept on
teaching in this way (c/f 1:19-20)?

What is the evidence of God’s work in our world (c/f
Colossians 1:3-6)?




God’s work and the Law

The false teachers wanted to be teachers of the Law,
but they did not understand the Law. Paul said that they
did not know what they were talking about. In verses 8
to 11 Paul explains the role of the Law for them. Please
read 1:8-11.

8. Who is the Law for and who is it not for?

9. Why do you think that the Law is for these people?

Think about it

Why is the law not intended for the righteous who have
the glorious gospel?

How do you think we ought to be using the Law as
Christians?




How does God achieve his purposes in this world (c/f
1:4,11)?

Conclusion

For Paul to explain to Timothy what he ought to be
doing in Ephesus he had to explain something of what
God is doing in our world for our work is closely related
to His work.

Think about it

What involvement do you think we are to have in what
God is doing? How can we do this?

What sort of things ought we to be doing as a church in
light of our understanding of what God’s work is?
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2. God’s work in us
1 Timothy 1:12-20

Introduction

Please describe the work that you are currently involved
in or else some work that you have been involved in at
some time in the past. Explain what is involved in the
work that you do?

How easy was it to for you to explain and for others to
understand? Some jobs are far easier to describe to
others and it’s easier for them to understand what’s
involved in the work that you do. However, other jobs
are not that easy to comprehend. What really does and
actuary do or what work does a data analyst really do?

Last week we saw that God’s work in the world is the
work of salvation. In order to help us to understand and
appreciate it better Paul provides us a demonstration of
what the work of salvation involves for the believer. He
offers himself as an example of how God works in the
life of a sinner. In the story of Paul, we see God’s work
of salvation wonderfully displayed.
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God’s work in Paul

Please read 1 Timothy 1:12-14 to discover what work
God had done in Paul’s life.

1. Who does Paul thank and why does he thank him?

2. What had Paul been like before he had become a
servant of Christ?

3. Why did Christ appoint Paul to be his servant?

4. Please explain what exactly was poured out on Paul
(c.f Eph. 2:8-10)?
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Think about it

Paul says that he acted out of ignorance and unbelief.
Were ignorance and unbelief mitigating circumstances
for God to take into account or do these highlight just
how undeserving Paul really was? Please look at the
following references to unbelief and ignorance:
Ephesians 4:17-18 & Hebrews 3:12, 19.

How does God work in the lives of people?

How should we respond to it?

God’s work in sinners

Everyone needs God’s mercy for we are all sinners.
Please read 1:15-17 to see how Paul reassures sinners
that God’s work is also sufficient for them.

5. What does Paul say about the saying that he gave in

verse 15? How does he describe it? What does he want
to encourage people to do by describing it in this way?
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6. What did Christ come to do and who does he do this
for (see Romans 3:10-12, 23, Isaiah 53:4-6)?

7. Why was Paul an encouragement to others to
believe?

8. How does Paul respond to what God has done?

Think about it

In what way do these words encourage us to not give up
on people or even ourselves?

What is another name for the trustworthy saying?
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How should we respond to all that God has done for us
(see also Phil. 1:6)?

Timothy’s work in Ephesus

Paul has given these instructions to Timothy in order
that he might know how to get on with God’s work and
fight the good fight. Please read 1:18-20 to understand
how Timothy was to do this.

9. How is Timothy to fight the good fight (c/f 1 Timothy
6:12)? Please explain what is involved in this.

10. How did Hymenaeus and Alexander and others in
Ephesus shipwreck their faith (c/f 1:6-7)?
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Think about it

Unfortunately, people can wander away from the faith
and end up ship wrecking their faith like Hymenaues
and Alexander®. Such people end up opposing God’s

work instead of promoting it.

In what way can people deny God’s work today?

How do we fight the good fight today?

Conclusion

Paul has offered himself as a prime example of how God
works in people’s lives.

! Paul “handing these men over to Satan” might mean nothing
more that in Paul’s opinion he believes that these men belong to
Satan rather than Christ.
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Think about it

How is the example of Paul an encouragement to you?
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3. Promoting God’s work
1 Timothy 2:1-15

Introduction

We live in an age of specialists. The work that we do is
increasingly becoming more complex and the jobs more
specialised. Even around the home many people turn to
the experts to do work that a previous generation
would have always done themselves. What sort of jobs
do people pay others to do around the home? Why do
they get others to do these jobs?

Many in Ephesus might have regarded Timothy as the
expert sent to do God’s work. They might have been
tempted to leave God’s work up to men like Timothy
and Paul. God’s work, however, isn’t ever to be left up
to a few specialists. In chapter 2 Paul explained to
Timothy how the Ephesians were also to promote God’s
work. Although these instructions have been passed on
to Timothy in this letter, they are instructions are for
everybody. They are the things that we all can and
should be doing to promote the work of God.
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What we all can be doing

There are few basic things that we can all be doing to
promote God’s work. Please read verses 1 to 7 to
examine what we should be doing and why we should

be doing. -
Godliness
1. What does Paul exhort

everyone to be doing (1, 2)? Godliness is a very
significant word in Paul’s

letters to Timothy. Please
look up the following
reference and try to define

2. Why ought we to be doing it:
this? 3:16; 4:7,8; 6:3,5,11; 2
Timothy 3:5

3. What reason is given for wanting everyone to come
to a knowledge of the truth?
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Think about it

There are at least two basic things that we should be
doing to promote God’s work of salvation. What are
they?

Not all Christians get to live quiet and peaceful lives. Do
you think that Christians in Australia live this kind of
life? If we do get to live such lives what do you think we
are to do be doing with them?

A quite and peaceful life is a blessing from God and an
answer to prayer. In what way do people demonstrate
that they have not really understood or appreciate this
blessing?

Three specific examples

Paul gave Timothy three examples of what is involved in
living godly lives that promote God’s work in our world.
He went on to talk about men and their prayers (8);
women and their beauty (9-10); and men and women
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and their relationships (11-15). There are some today
who discount the relevance of these words to us
arguing that they only applied to the situation in
Ephesus. However, while there might be some obvious
cultural elements to this passage there are also abiding
principles, which apply to every culture and ever
situation.

Men and their Prayers

The first group that Paul addresses is the men. Please
read 2:8.

5. What does it mean to lift up “holy” hands in prayer?

Think about it

How ought men to pray today? Do men need to lift their
hands to pray?
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Women and their Beauty

There were many temple prostitutes in Ephesus. They
would dress up to make themselves attractive. Please
read 2:9-10 to see how the female believers in Ephesus
ought to dress.

6. How were women in Ephesus to dress?

Think about it

Why were the women of Ephesus to dress in this way?
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What way do these words continue to challenge our
views about clothes and fashion?

Men and Women and their relationships
The last example of godly living had to do with the way
that the men and women were to relate to one another.

Please read 2:11-15.

7. What weren’t the women to do in Ephesus?

8. How are authority and teaching related to each
other?

9. In what way does the Genesis account of creation and
the fall support Paul’s argument that women ought to
not have authority over a man?
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Think about

How is the church today to take account of the order
that God has created within the sexes?

Is it wrong for a woman to teach a man in Church?
W

Is it wrong for a woman to teach a man outside of the
Church community?

No, this purely seems to be directed towards what
happens in the church when the church gathers
together.
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Conclusion

There is something we all can do to promote God’s work
in the world.

Think about it

Why can’t we leave God’s work to the experts?

What things do you think that you ought to be doing to
promoting God’s work in our world?
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4. Qualified Church

workers
1 Timothy 3:1-16

Introduction

List the ways that we can serve others in the church.

All Christians are called to serve one another. Exercising
leadership is just one way of serving others in the body
of Christ. Leadership however is a responsibility that
should not be entered lightly. In 1 Timothy 3 Paul has a
number of things to say about overseers and deacons
and who should be exercise these different types of
responsibilities in the church.

Overseers
Before looking at the qualifications of overseers in 1
Timothy 3:1-7 this study will spend some time looking at

two other passages to get a better understand of this
leadership role.
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1. Please read Acts 20:17-31. Who did Paul send for and
what does he call them and what were they called to
do?

2. Please read 1 Peter 5:1-5. Who does Peter address
and what does he call them and what were they to do?

The list of qualifications that Paul gave to Timothy for an
overseer is quite extensive. Please read 1 Timothy 3:1-7.

3. What do we learn about an overseer’s role from the
trustworthy saying?

4. Spend some time listing the qualities that an overseer
should possess in the following table. Please indicate
whether these qualities are more do with a person’s
ability or their character.
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Overseer

Deacon

Deacon’s wives or
Women Deacons

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
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Think about it

Please discuss with the group the qualities that you
have listed. Please explain what you understand by
these qualities and why you think they are so
important?

What abilities are necessary for an overseer to have in
order to serve the Church well?

What qualities of character should an overseer have and
why are these so important?

What implications do these words have for a pastor
who goes through a divorce?
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Deacons

The qualities of deacons are listed in 3:8-13. Many of
the qualities are similar to those of the overseers. There
is however one main difference that needs to be noted
and that is the reference to women.

The word “deacon” was simply the word for servant.
However, it also took on a more particular meaning
within the Church. It came to define a certain group of
recognised workers within the Church. For instance the
letter to the Philippians was addressed to the saints in
Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and
deacons (1:1). Although the term, deacon is not used in
Acts 6 it is traditionally thought that the seven men
chosen by the early Church in Jerusalem were
functioning as deacons. They organised the food
distribution to the widows so that the apostles could
devote themselves to prayer and the ministry of the
Word.

In verse 11 Paul makes a reference to wives or women
in verse 11. This could either be a reference to deacons’
wives or else to women who serve as deacons. In favour
of the later it would be strange for Paul to have
mentioned the deacons’ wives without any reference to
the overseers’ wives. Secondly, Paul doesn’t say “their”
wives as one would expect him to do (and as the NIV
has translated it). Lastly, the term deacon is applied to
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women in other places in the Bible. Phoebe is described
and a deacon of the church at Cencheae (NRSV,
Romans 16:1). Please read 3:8-13 to help make your
own mind up. Discuss what conclusion you come to with
the group.

5. List the qualities that Paul requires of deacons. As you
do this please note which qualities are similar to those
required of overseer. A separate column is provided in

the table for those who believe that Paul is talking
about women deacons rather than deacon’s wives.

6. What abilities are deacons to have?

7. What do people gain by serving as deacons?
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Think about it

What abilities do deacons have to have that overseers
also have to have? Why?

What things are required of overseers that aren’t
required of deacons? Why might this be the case?

Please explain exactly what it is that deacons are to hold
on to?

What do you believe is the most important quality that
we should be looking for when appointing people who
function as deacons?
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Conclusion

Paul has been writing to Timothy so that he might
understand how people ought to conduct themselves in
God’s household. He began in chapter 2 by telling him
that everyone was to live their lives in all godliness and
holiness. This godliness and holiness is to be particularly
evident in the lives of those who work in the Church as
overseers and deacons. Please read 3:14- 16 to discover
the source of godliness.

7. What is the mystery of godliness?

Think about it

Please explain what you understand to be involved in
Christian leadership?

How is leadership in the Church different to exercising
leadership in our secular society?
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Why is it different? What is the objective of leadership
in the church?
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5. Getting on with God'’s

work
1 Timothy 4:1-16

Introduction

What sort of training have you done? List anything and
everything!

We have all been involved in some form of training. In
chapter 4 Paul talks about the sort of training that
Timothy was to engage in. Paul wanted Timothy to be a
good minister of Christ Jesus. In this chapter Paul
explains to Timothy how to be a good servant by first
describing the sort of bad servants that Timothy had
gone to Ephesus to silence and then describing what
Timothy was to do in order to be a good one who fights
the good fight.

Bad Servants

Please read 4:1-5 to discover what Paul says about
those who had been troubling the church in Ephesus.
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1. What sort of teaching are we warned about?

2. How does this kind of teaching
enter a Church?

3. What do such teachers teach and
encourage believers to do?

A Seared
Conscience

The word “seared is the
word from which we get
the word “to cauterise”.
John Stott says that when
skin or a nerve or a
superficial tumour is
cauterised, it is destroyed
by burning and so
rendered insensitive. Just
so a cauterised conscience
has been ‘anaesthetised’,

even deadened”?

2 The Message of 1 Timothy & Titus, 112).
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Think about it

What view of God do these bad servants promote by
their restrictions?

What sort of godliness are they responsible for
promoting?

Please summarise in a sentence what a bad servant is
like.

Good servants

Paul not only wanted Timothy to be aware of what bad
teachers were like, he wanted to also to encourage him
to be a good one. Paul therefore went on to tell
Timothy how to be a good servant of Christ Jesus.
Please read 4:6-14.
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4. What was were some of the things that Timothy was
to in order to be a good servant (6-10)?

5. What was Paul putting his effort into and why (9-10)?

6. What were the things that Timothy was to pass on to
the believers at Ephesus?

7. How was Timothy to do this in the Ephesus? List the
practical things that Paul mentions.
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Think about it

How do you train yourself to be godly (c/f Titus 1:1)?

What was Timothy to do to encourage the church to be
godly?

What things ought we to be doing in our public
meetings on a Sunday and why?

The benefit of a good servant

Paul wanted Timothy to be a good and faithful servant
of Christ Jesus. Such servants greatly benefit the Church.
Please read 4:15-16 to discover how they can have a
positive effect on the church that they serve.

8. What sort of effort was Timothy to make (c/f 1
Corinthians 15:58)?
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9. If Timothy was faithful and watched both his life and
his doctrine what results could he expect to see?

Think about it

Why would Timothy end up saving himself and his
hearers?

Conclusion

In this study there seems to be a close connection
between what we teach and the way we live. Paul called
those who were troubling the Church with their
deceptive teaching hypocritical liars. It wasn’t just that
they were saying wrong things they were also living
deceitfully. Paul instructs Timothy to watch both his
teaching and his living.
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Think about it

What is the connection between what we teach and the
way we live?

Imagine that you have been asked to serve on a
committee charged with the responsibility of finding a
new pastor for the church. Break into small groups and
attempt to write a small brief description of the type of
person that you would be looking for.
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6. Getting on with others
1 Timothy 5:1-6:2

Introduction

Have you ever worked with someone who was difficult
to get along with? Describe to the group what made
them so difficult to get along with?

In chapter 5 Paul explains how Timothy was to get along
with the people in Ephesus. He gave Timothy some
instructions, which he was to keep without ... without
partiality or favouritism (5:21). Timothy was also to
pass these instructions on to the Ephesians so that they
also might know how to conduct themselves with
respect to the others in the Church (c/f 5:7; 6:2).

These instructions are divided up into two parts. The
first part is short and encompasses some general
guidelines for relating to others in the Church. The
second part involves some specific guidelines for
relating to (1) widows, (2) elders and (3) masters.
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General Guidelines

The first two verses are general guidelines for relating to
others in the Church. Timothy was to relate to others in
a way that took account both of their age and sex.
Please read 5:1-2.

1. What wasn’t Timothy to do to older men? How was
he to relate to the men in the Church?

2. How was Timothy to relate to the women in the
Church?

Think about it

What principle is to guide the way that we relate to
others?
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What sort of things might have been said to Timothy if
he had been an older man?

What implications do these words have for the way
people relate to others of the opposite gender?

Specific Guidelines

In the next section Paul has given Timothy and the
Church some specific guidelines as to how the believers
in Ephesus were to respond to [1] widows among the
(5:3-16); and [2] the elders (5:17-25); and [3] to those
who were masters (6:1-2). In each of these cases the
word “honour” appears. This word has unfortunately
been lost in the NIV translation. It however has been
preserved for us in the NRSV.

e Honour widows who are really widows (5:3)
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e Let the elders who rule well be consider
worthy of double honour (5:13)

e Let all who are under the yoke of slavery
regard their masters as worthy of all honour.

The second principle of relating to others in the Church
is that we should honour them. In the book of Romans
Paul says “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.
Honour one another above yourselves (12:10). In the
three examples Paul highlights what it means to honour
others.

Widows

The first group of people who Paul mentioned were the
widows. Please read 5:3- 16 to discover how Timothy
was to treat those widows who were truly in need.

Real Widows

3. What sort of widow was the Church at Ephesus to
honour?

4. Why weren’t all widows to be honoured in the same
way?
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Think about it

How important is it to honour widows? Why?

Why is there an obligation for Christians to care for their
own parents and grandparents?
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The widows'’ register

In verses 9 to 15 Paul mentions a list or a register in
Ephesus of widows. This register does not seem to be a
list of needy widows, but rather a way of recognising
the widows in the Church who had pledged to serve in
the Church.

5. What widows could have their names added to the
list? What widows shouldn’t be added and why
shouldn’t they?

Think about it

How might honour been shown to the widows through
having the widow’s register?

What’s wrong with being idle?
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How can we help those who don’t have work in or
outside the home to not be idle?

Elders

The second group that Paul mentions are the elders that
direct the affairs of the church. These people are worthy
of double honour. This is a curious expression. Is double
honour like getting a double serve of ice cream? Do you
get two scoops of honour to everyone else’s single
scoop? What is implied is that the elders are not only
due the honour that everyone deserves to be shown but
are to be shown honour also on account of their faithful
service in the Church. There is even more incentive to
show them honour. Please read 5:17-20.

6. Who are the elders who direct the affairs of the
church that are worthy of double honour?
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7. In what way were these elders to be honoured? What
does Paul have in mind?

8. How was the Church to handle accusations made
against elders?

Think about it

Elders were to be honoured. Paul however does not put
them on a pedestal. How does Paul avoid this?

How are we today to ensure that we honour and
respect those who are in leadership?
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Why should elders be rebuked publicly?

Before Paul goes on to talk about how slaves were to
honour their masters he gave Timothy some
instructions as to how he was to conduct himself in the
affairs of the church. Please read 1 Timothy 5:21 to 25.

9. How was Timothy to exercise his own responsibility
as an elder?

Masters

The last specific group that Paul mentioned were the
masters. Paul explains in chapter 6 verse 1 and 2 how
believing slaves were to relate to their masters.
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10. What reasons were given for the slaves to honour
their masters and how were they to honour them?

Conclusion

These were not only instructions for Timothy. They
were for the whole church. Timothy was to pass on
these instructions to others in Ephesus. These
instructions have also been passed on to us today.

Think about it

How should we relate to others in the Church?

Why ought we to respond to others in the church in this
way?
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7. Fight the good fight

1 Timothy 6:3-21

Introduction

Have you ever given up something and regretted it
later?

Paul closed the letter to Timothy by reminding him of
how he was to fight the good fight of faith. But before
he did this he also described some who had given up
the fight having wandered from the faith.

Giving up the faith

Please read 6:3 -10 to see how those who had
wandered from the faith are described.

1. How is false doctrine defined (3)?
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2. What were those who were teaching false doctrine
like?

3. What things resulted as a consequence of the false
teaching?

4. What mistake did the false teachers make about the
value of godliness?

5. Paul believed that that there was great gain in
godliness with contentment (c/f 4:8). Please explain
what Paul means by contentment.
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6. What had happened to some in Ephesus who had
been eager for money?

Think about it

What seems to have been motivating the false teachers
in Ephesus?

What is wrong with wanting to get rich?

Do you think that wanting to get rich is the same thing
as loving money? Why or why not?

54




The problems associated with money

In verses 17 -19 Paul explains in more detail what is
wrong with being eager to have money. He also outlines
the sort of trap that those who love money fall into.
Please read these verses.

7. What danger does wealth pose for those who have it
or would like to have it?

8. What attitude are we to have towards the money we
have?

Think about it

Can a person have too much money for his or her own
good?

55




In what way do people today put their hope in the

wealth? How are you tempted to put your hope in your

wealth?

Why is the way we spend our money so important?

Fight the good fight

There were those in Ephesus who had wandered from
the faith by thinking that godliness was a way of
financial gain. Please read 6:11-16; 20 - 21 to see how
Timothy was to fight the good fight of faith.

9. What was Timothy to flee from and what was he to
pursue?
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10. How was Timothy to take hold of eternal life?

Think about it

If godliness is not a means of financial gain what
encouragement is there for the believer to fight the
good fight of faith?

What things in life are you pursuing? How do these
pursuits fit in with fighting the good fight of faith?

Do you know anyone in danger of wandering from the

faith? What do you think is causing them to wander and

how might we help them?
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Conclusion

In this letter Paul has been encouraging Timothy to fight
the good fight of faith. This phrase was introduce in
chapter 1 (verse 18) and is repeated again in this
concluding chapter. Having read all that Paul has had to
say to Timothy please consider the following question.

Think about it

How do we fight the fight of faith?
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Leader’s Notes
1. God’s work in us

In Ephesus there were false teachers who were not
promoting God’s work but promoting controversy. In
this study we not only uncover what Timothy was to do
in Ephesus but what God’s work is in our world is and
what results we ought to expect to see.

2. God’s work in us

The false teachers were not promoting the gospel they
were promoting themselves. In this section Paul
highlights what the message of the gospel is by
reminding them of the trustworthy saying and
demonstrating how this saying has worked out in his
own life. God shows sinners mercy through the Lord
Jesus Christ and the apostle is a good example of this.

3. Promoting God’s work

How do we promote God’s work in the world? In
chapter 2 of the letter Paul tells Timothy a number of
things that he was meant to pass on to the believers in
Ephesus. The first thing he told them was to pray for
everyone for this promotes the work of God our
Saviour. The four words used to describe our prayer life
are difficult to distinguish from one another. Some
argue that the first three are close synonyms. John Stott
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wrote that Calvin admitted that he didn’t completely
understand the difference between the first three (Stott
61). Some argue that the word “prayers” is a more
general word and that “requests” and “intercessions”
are more specific. Whatever the case what is being
emphasised here is the comprehensiveness of our
prayers. Believers are to pray all sorts of prayers for all
sorts of people especially for those who rule and have
authority because of the unique role they play. Rulers
and authorities have the charge of maintaining justice
and peace for the good of everyone and so that
believers might promote the gospel in such a society
through living holy and godly lives.

Having outlined in general what we all ought to be
doing and how we are to all promote the gospel Paul
then goes on to provide three specific examples of what
it means for men and women to live holy and godly
lives. He directs his words to men and talks about
prayer and women and their beauty and lastly how men
and women were to relate in church.

4. Qualified church workers

Most people think of qualifications in terms of the level
of training or education someone has attained. But
what qualifications are we to look for in those who are
going to serve us in some form of leadership in the
church?

60



This study explores the qualifications that we ought to
be looking for in our overseers and deacons. What we
discover about leadership in the church is that it isn’t
just a matter of having the right gifts and abilities. It is
also a matter of who we are as people for if God’s
people are to live godly and holy lives as outlined in
chapter 2 then they will need leaders who also live this
way.

5. Getting on with God’s work

What makes someone in charge of a church a good
servant of Jesus? In this study we hear firstly about
some bad servants who we are to beware of. Secondly
Paul tells Timothy how he can be a good servant of
Jesus. Timothy is to train himself in godliness watching
both his way of life and his teaching closely.

6. Getting on with others

How are God’s people to relate to one another? The
instructions that Paul gave Timothy in chapter 5 are for
him and the Ephesians so that they might know how to
get on with one another. Paul’s basic proposition seems
to be that we all ought to honour one another. Paul
spells out for Timothy what this means specifically in
the way they were to relate to the widows, elders and
masters among them.

7. Fight the good fight
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In this last study Paul tells Timothy how to fight the
good fight of the faith and avoid the mistakes of those
who have given up on the fight and wandered from the
faith. In particular he warns Timothy and the Ephesians
about the dangers of wealth and passes on instructions
on how the rich ought to conduct themselves. The false
teachers in Ephesus were eager for money and thought
that godliness was a means of financial gain.
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