Return to me
Malachi 2:17:3:12

Weary

Who or what makes you feel weary? What are you like when you are weary? What do
you think it means for God to be weary?

In the passage today Malachi charges the people of God with having made the LORD
weary. Please read Malachi 2:17 to 3:16 to discover how they had done this and how
the LORD intended to respond. These verses look at the fourth and fifth round of
talks or disputes between the LORD and his people and both are closely related.

1. How had the people of Israel wearied the LORD?

Think about it

What was wrong with what the people were saying? To help you answer this you
might like to look at what Malachi also said they were saying in verses 14 and 15 of
chapter 3.

The LORD is coming

The LORD said that he was coming to his temple. Please read verses 1 to 5 of
chapter 3 to understand what the LORD was planning for this visit.

2. Who was the LORD sending ahead of his visit to the temple and why was he
sending him?

3. What was the LORD going to do with the Levites/priests when he came to the
temple and would the result of this be?

4. Who did the LORD say that he was going to put on trial when he visited
them? Why were they going to be put on trial?




Think about it

Who is the messenger of the LORD and the messenger of the covenant? Are they
two people or one? You might like to consider the following verses:

Isaiah 40:3-5

Malachi 4:5-6

Matthew 11:7-15

Luke 1:11-17

What did it mean for this messenger to be preparing he way before the LORD came?

How does the LORD purify the Levites/priests? You might like to consider the
following verses

1 Cor. 6:11
Hebrews 9:14
Hebrews 10:22
1 John 1:10

Revelation 7:14-16

Malachi asked the questions, “Who can endure the coming of the LORD?” and “Who
can stand when he appears?” What’s the answer? How would you answer these two
questions (see Malachi 3:16-18)?




Prepared for his coming

In the fifth round of talks that the LORD had with his people he went on to tell
them how they were to be prepared for his coming. Please read verses 6 to 12.

5. What had the people been like and why hadn’t the LORD already destroyed
them (see also 1:2-5)?

6. What did God’s people need to do to be ready for his coming?

7. How were they to do this and out of all the ways that they had been breaking
the covenant why do you think the LORD chose to highlight this breach?

8. What did the LORD promise them if they stopped robbing him and why
would he promise this (see Deut. 14:22-29; 26:12-15; Deut. 28:1-14)?

9. What did the LORD mean by saying that they could test him?

Think about it

The LORD was preparing his people for his coming. What they didn’t realize was
that his coming would catch many of them unprepared. The LORD Jesus came to
the first time to deal with our sin and purify his people, but he is coming again to
as this world’s judge and to set all things aright.

The apostle Peter said that in the last days people will scoff at the coming of the
LORD? Like the people of Malachi’s day, they will mock the idea of God doing
anything about the wicked for everything goes on as it always has. But what does
the apostle Peter says such people forget (see 2 Peter 3:3-9)?

How can we be prepared for his coming?

While we wait for his coming again are we promised the God will open the flood
gates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will be not enough room
to store it (Consider Ephesians 1:3-10)?

What are we to be doing while we wait for his coming (see 2 Corinthians 5:16-6:2; 1
Peter 1:3-10))?







