Be on your guard
Malachi 2:10-16

Faithfulness

How would you define “faithfulness”. What does it mean to be faithful? What is someone who isn't
faithful like?

In this passage today the Lord calls his people to be on their guard against unfaithfulness. Please read
verses 10 to 16 of chapter 2 of Malachi.

Profaning the covenant

The prophet accused Judah of profaning the covenant. Please look again at verse 10 to understand how
they had done this.

1. How had the people of God profaned the covenant?

2. What covenant had they broken (see Exodus 19:1-8; Deut. 5 & 29; Jeremiah 31:32)7

Think about it

Why should they have been faithful to one another? Hint: Consider the first two questions in verse 10.

How does being part of the one body of Christ mean that we ought to relate to one another?

Judah has been unfaithful
10-14

The prophet revealed that the real problem with the people of God had been their unfaithfulness. The
southern kingdom of Judah had been carried off into exile because of the unfaithfulness of the people in
587BC by the Babylonians. But because of God's unfailing love and his faithfulness to his promises the
exiles carried off by Nebuchadnezzar got to return. However, the problem of unfaithfulness remained.




3. What detestable thing had been committed by Judah?

4. What was wrong with Judah doing this (see Deut. 7:3-5)7? Why does Malachi accuse them of
unfaithfulness?

5. What did Malachi want the LORD to do to those who did this?

Think about it

Why wouldn't bringing an offering to the LORD Almighty help the men who persisted in loving and
marrying women who worshipped other gods?

Why was this just another way that the people were showing contempt for the name of the LORD?

But that wasn't the only way that they were showing contempt for the Lord. The people were not only
breaking the covenant with the LORD, but men were breaking their marriage covenant with their wives.

6. Why were the men covering the LORD's altar with tears?

7. Why wasn't the Lord going to accept their offerings?

Think about it

"A covenant is essentially the formalising of an existing relationship involving promises and
obligations that are sealed with an oath.”" It more than just a legal contract but a contract in
which the maintenance of the relationship between the parties is paramount.

What sort of promises should be made as part of a marriage covenant (see also Genesis 2:21-
25; Matthew 19:4-6)7

1 Anthony Petterson, “Haggai, Zechariah & Malachi” ; page 311.
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What was wrong with these men's expression of sorrow (see Deut. 29:19-21; 2 Corinthians
7:8-11)7 What does the LORD want to see more than our tears?

Be on your guard

These verses end with the prophet exhorting God's people to be on their guard. Please read
again verses 15 to 16.

8. What are the people of God to watch out for and why?

9. What does the Lord Almighty say about the man who divorces his wife?

Think about it

The men's unfaithful to their wives was just symptomatic of the way that the people of God were
being unfaithful to one another. What other ways were the people of God being unfaithful to one
another (see Malachi 3:5)7

Why were people being unfaithful to one another (Malachi 2:15, 3:5 1:6)7 What is the root
cause?

What was the LORD's solution to the unfaithfulness of his people (see Hebrews 8:8-13. Cf
Jeremiah 31:31-34 Ezekiel 36:24-27)

If we have not been faithful, what should we do?

How is it possible for people like us to not be unfaithful to one another (see 2 Cor. 3:16-18; Col
9-1, Eph. 2:8-10)




