Great is the Lord
Malachi 1

Introduction

When things are difficult it is easy to forget what's important, the things that we need to remember.
What are the things that you need to remember when life seems to be difficult?

The prophet Malachi prophesized during the days of the Persian Empire. The southern kingdom had
come to an end in 587BC when the Lord allowed king Nebuchadnezzar to destroy Jerusalem and
carry off many of its people into captivity. But eventually the Babylonian empire was superseded by the
Persian empire and in 538 BC Cyrus, the ruler of Persia, gave permission for the Israelites to return to
Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. But for those who returned (not everyone did) life in the land was
much harder that what was expected. There was strong opposition from those who had moved in and
who now occupied the land, and the land itself wasn't exactly flowing with milk and honey.

The rebuilding of temple was started but there was opposition, and the work stalled for many years. It
wasn't finally finished until 515BC but even then, it wasn't as grand as the old one. The Persians
would continue to rule over them until their empire also came to an end in 332BC. It is difficult to
place exactly when the ministry of Malachi happened, but it was during this Persian period sometime
after the building of the temple in 515BC and the end of the Persian empire. During this period of
history, a moral and spiritual apathy developed among the people (see Malachi 3:14). The word of the
Lord came to Israel through Malachi (1:1) to wake them up from this apathy and remind them of what
they need to not forget. Please read chapter 1. Two of six issues or dispute are raised by the Lord in
this chapter.

God’s love

The first issue that the Lord raised with the people was the matter of his love for them. The Lord
reminded them of his love for them, but the people question it. In turn the Lord went into a bit of their
history and that of the Edomites, one of their closest neighbours. Please read again verses 2 to 5.

1. Who was Jacob and Esau and what was their link with Israel and Edom (Genesis 25:19-34; 36:1-
8)7

2. In the vision of Obadiah, the Lord spoke of what would happen to Edom and why. Please read
verses 10 to 18 and explain why their fate would be so different to that of the Israelites (see also
Ezekiel 35 and Genesis 12:1-3)7



Think about it

What was the evidence of God's unfailing love for the Israelites?

Why was this important for them to remember? What ought to be our response to the love of God
(see Deut. 6:4-7)7

The Lord is a great king

The next issue that was raised by the Lord was that although he is a great king and his name is to be
great among the nations, his own people were not honouring him as they should. Instead, they were
showing contempt for his great name. Please read again verses 6 to 14.

3. Who among the people was showing contempt for the name of the LORD and how were they doing
this?

4. What was exactly was wrong with the way that they were doing things (see Deut. 15:21; Lev.
1:3,10)7

5. Why does the Lord tell the priests to shut the doors of the temple?

6. The Lord said that his name will be great among the nations, and he looks forward to a day when in
every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to him. When do you think this will this occur
and how will it happen (see John 4:20-24; Romans 12:1; Phil 4:18; Hebrews 13:15-16; 1 Peter 2:4-
5)7




7. It is doubtful whether the priests were verbalising that the Lord table was defiled, and its food was
contemptible. But it was what they were saying through their actions. How do our actions sometimes
really reveal what we believe but might never say out loud?

8. Vows were sometimes made to the LORD as way of appealing to the Lord for deliverance in a time
of trouble. What does the Lord call the one who sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord a cheat (see
Lev 22:17-25; Deut.23:21-23)7 Why are they cursed?

Think about it

While the focus in this passage has been on the priests why they were not the only ones guilty of not
honouring the Lord?

What was the attitude of the people towards the sacrificial system? What was wrong with this attitude?
What were they forgetting? What did they need to remember?

What do we need to remember? How might we be in danger of showing contempt for the name of the
Lord (see Hebrews 10:26-31)7

How are we to honour the Lord?




