Malachi 2:1-9

Study Questions

Background

Covenants are mentioned throughout Malachi, including the “Covenant with Levi” in chapter
2. The priests of Malachi’s day were warned about breaking this covenant and the warning
still has relevance for us today.

The warning against the priests (2:1-4)

Please read Malachi 2:1-4 to consider the reason for the warning to the priests and the
consequences if they did not change their ways.

1. What was the content of the warning given to the priests? (vs 1-2)

2. What might have the priests done to warrant this warning? Hint: consider the rebuke in
Malachi chapter 1 against the Israelites.

3. Was it too late for the priests to change their ways or had God already judged them? (vs
2-4). Consider in your answer the following:

a) What would happen if the priests did not heed the warning?

b) Why did God send the warning to the priests?

Leviticus describes the role of priests in relation to sacrifices (Lev 1-7) and to teach God’s
decrees that were given through Moses (Lev 10:11). By allowing unblemished animals to be
accepted as sacrifices, the priests had failed in their duty and caused God’s name to be
dishonoured. But the warning was not God’s final judgement. It was given in the hope that
the priests would repent, for God desired that his covenant with Levi could continue.

The covenant with Levi (2:5-6)

Please read Malachi 2:5-6. These verses describe the “covenant with Levi”. Levi was the
patriarch of the only tribe that could serve as priests. There is no specific mention of a
“covenant with Levi” in the bible but some scholars consider this to be the covenant that
God made with Phinehas (a descendant of Levi) during the Israelites’ time in the wilderness.
The Israelites had indulged in sexual immorality with Moabite women and sacrificed to their




gods. God sent a plague as judgement, which only stopped when Phinehas killed an Israelite
man and the woman he had brought into their camp.

4. Please compare the description in vs 5-6 with the covenant that God had made with
Phinehas in Numbers 25:1-13. What do these descriptions tell you about God’s purpose
for making the “covenant with Levi”? Consider in your answer the following:

a) How is the covenant described?

b) Who is God making the covenant with, and why had God entered into such a
covenant?

c) What is the ultimate goal of the covenant?

God’s judgement on the priests (2:7-9)

The covenant with Levi describes the enduring role of priests to uphold the honour of God’s
name. If they were to do this, the blessing was not just life and peace for themselves, but for
others also through turning them away from sin. Please read Malachi 2:7-9 to learn about
how the priests had failed in their duty.

5. What were the priests supposed to do, but what had they done instead?

6. What was God’s judgement on the priests?

Application: who are the priests today?

Priests were to be distinguished by truth and righteousness so that their instructions and
example would turn people back to God. However, the priests of Malachi’s day had failed in
their duty. Although the warning was directed to the priests of Malachi’s day, it also has
relevance for us today.

7. Who are “priests” in our present context? Please consider Titus 1:6-9 and 1 Peter 2:9 for
in your answer.

8. Based on what you have read in Malachi 2, how should “priests” of today think about
their role and responsibilities? Consider in your answer the following:



a) What role does a priest serve in relation to God and other people?

b) What attitude should priests have toward God?

c¢) How should a priest live, and why should they live this way?

Reflect, Respond and Pray

The role of a priest is to mediate God’s blessing to others by teaching and showing them
how they can properly relate to Him. In Old Testament times, this involved ritual sacrifice
and teaching Israelites the Torah. But in New Testament times, all believers are part of the
royal priesthood. Some of us will have particular gifts and roles to teach (including pastors,
teachers and elders) but all God’s people are in fact priests. Priests are to be zealous in their
desire to honour God, and to help turn people away from sin and back to God. We can all do
this through our words and our lives. But we are also warned to hold firmly to the truth and
to live righteously, lest we fall into disobedience ourselves or cause others to stumble.

9. Please pray for one another by asking God to help us understand our priestly duty and to
live this out in our lives.



