Matthew 19:13-30

Study Questions

Introductory Question

Do you find it hard to let go of things? Do you have a soft toy, t-shirt, or even car that is
getting old and unusable but yet you don’t want to get rid of it? What would make you
decide to get a replacement or new version?

Background

Jesus had explained to his disciples that he would go to Jerusalem and suffer at the hands of
the Jewish leaders, be killed and raised from the dead — see Matthew 16:21. On his way to
Jerusalem, Jesus tried to teach his disciples about the type of kingdom that would be
established as a result of these things happening. His disciples, however, did not really
understand. They were more concerned about matters like who (from amongst the
disciples) would be the greatest in the kingdom (18:1). The events recorded in Matthew
19:13-30 provide a corrective to the disciples’ thinking about God’s kingdom, including who
can enter and the reward they can expect for following Jesus even though they might have
to let go of things they previously held dear.

Let the little children come to Jesus (19:13-15)

This section of Matthew starts by describing what happened when some people brought
little children to Jesus so that he might pray for them. Jesus took the opportunity to teach
his disciples about the relevance of a person’s position in society for God’s kingdom. Please
read Matthew 19:13-15.

1. What did the disciples do when people brought little children for Jesus to pray for them?
And why? (vs 13)

2. What did Jesus do instead? What lesson was he trying to teach his disciples about the
people in God’s kingdom? (vs 14-15)

A man asks Jesus about the way to eternal life (19:16-22)

Jesus took the opportunity to teach his disciples that a person’s position in society was not
the basis for determining whether they could enter God’s kingdom. This lesson for the
disciples will be reinforced by the events that immediately follow between Jesus and a
young rich man. Please read Matthew (19:16-22).




3. What did the man who came up to Jesus want? (vs 16)

4. Jesus does not immediately answer the man but asks him a question instead (vs 17).
What did Jesus say and what point was he trying to make to the man? (Hint: Mark’s
gospel provides some additional colour by writing that Jesus said “No one is good —
except God”)

5. Jesus then proceeded to tell the man what he must do to enter eternal life. Consider the
dialogue between the man and Jesus in vs 17-22 and answer the following questions:

a) What commandments did Jesus ask the man to keep? Is there a common theme
that connects these commands? (vs 17-19)

b) The man responds that he has kept all these commandments and asks what he
still lacks (vs 20). Before considering what Jesus says next, what additional
commandments might you expect Jesus to ask the man to keep? (Hint: consider
Deuteronomy 5:6-21 and Matthew 22:37-40)

c¢) What did Jesus ultimately say that the man should do? And how did the man
respond? (vs 21-22)

d) What was the underlying issue preventing the man from following Jesus?

By initially challenging the man to think about why he came to ask Jesus about what is good
in vs 17, Jesus wanted the man to understand that Jesus was God himself. The way to gain
eternal life is not just about living a moral life that seeks to do good to others. Rather it is
through following Jesus. By not being prepared to sell his possessions and follow Jesus, the
man was in effect not willing to keep the commandment to love God with all his heart, soul
and strength. Sadly, he loved his treasures on earth more than he loved God, foregoing
treasures in heaven and eternal life.

God does the impossible: inner transformation to follow Jesus and obey his
commandments (19:23-26)

Jesus went on to explain that it is hard for the wealthy to enter the kingdom of heaven. This
astonished the disciples. Please read Matthew 19:23-26.

6. What type of metaphor did Jesus use to explain how hard it is for the rich to enter the
kingdom of God? (vs 23-24)



7. Why do you think the disciples were astonished and cause them to ask “who then can be
saved”? (vs 25)

8. What makes it possible for people to be saved? (vs 26). Please explain how your answer
addresses the underlying issue you identified in Question 5(d) that prevents people from
following Jesus.

The reward for following Jesus (19:27-30)

Following Jesus is costly. The disciples knew this better than most, prompting Peter to ask
whether it will be worth it by saying: “We have left everything to follow you! What then will
there be for us?” Like on so many other occasions, Peter asked the question that we
ourselves want to ask (but dare not). What reward is there for following Jesus, especially if
we are to let go of things we previously held dear? Please read 19:27-30.

9. There are various things described by Jesus in vs 28 about the reward that awaits
disciples of Jesus when God’s kingdom comes in its fullness. What are they and what do
they inform you about the role and status of believers in God’s kingdom?

10. In addition to inheriting eternal life, Jesus describes the reward that disciples will receive
in the present age in vs 29. What are they and how can this be a present reality for
followers of Jesus?

11. How do your answers to Questions 9 and 10 above help you to understand Jesus’
statements in:

a) vs 21 that by selling his possessions and giving to the poor, the man will have
treasure in heaven?

b) vs 30 that “Many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first”?

Reflect, Respond and Pray

As followers of Jesus, we look forward to the promise of eternal life. But the life we receive
is not just about immortality. Together with other believers, we can live in loving fellowship
as part of God’s family now. And at the renewal of all things, we can look forward to the
restoration of God’s intent for creation — for God to dwell with mankind through Jesus as
their king, and living as God’s children and image bearers by exercising dominion and agency
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in the new creation. So it does not matter whether one has a low position or stature in this
present age. To the contrary, it is often hard for those who have much in this world (whether
it be wealth, status or something else) to be willing to follow Jesus. And so, the first will be
last and the last will be first.

12. Please consider whether there are things in your life that may be preventing you from
following Jesus wholeheartedly? Are there things you need to give up in order to love
God with all your being?



