Fellowship in Prayer
Philippians 1:3-11

Introduction

Our prayers are a window into our hearts and minds.
What we pray for others and ourselves reveals those
things that we truly believe to be most important. The
apostle Paul shared many of his prayers with the people
that he wrote to in order that they might better
understand their fellowship together in Christ and what
that fellowship saw him pray for on their behalf.

In the letter to the Philippians Paul begins as he does in
other letters with a warm expression of his gratitude to
God in prayer for his readers (1:3-5). This is followed by
an explanation of his deep affection for his readers (1:7-
8) and finally an outline of

his prayer request on their Who remembers whom?
behalf (1:9-11).
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1. What did the apostle thank God for with respect to
the Philippians?

2. What confidence did the apostle have when he
thought about and prayed for the Philippians?

Think about it

Why is thanksgiving the appropriate response when
we experience the faithful partnership of others in
the gospel?

The word for partnership is simply the word that is
often translated fellowship. What fellowship ought we
be grateful for?




Deep affection

Paul’s prayer is an expression of his deep affection for
the Philippians. Please read 1:7-8 to understand how
the apostle felt about the Philippians.

3. Why did the apostle delight in praying for the
Philippians in this way?

4. What caused Paul to feel so strongly for the
Philippians (c/f 2 Corinthians 5:14,15)?

Think about it

Paul’s depth of feeling for the Philippians was
extremely strong'. Even prison could not affect his joy
and prayerfulness for the Philippians and their
partnership. How can we encourage such a fellowship
among us?

Is there any obligation on our part to be praying for
others?

! Philippians 4:1.




Prayerful intercession

The love of Christ did not only see the apostle delight in
the fellowship of the Philippians but also saw him
prayerfully intercede for them. Please read 1:9-11 to
understand his prayer for them.

5. What sort of knowledge and insight is needed for love
to abound®?

6. What results because of growing in this sort of love?

7. How will all this be achieved?

Think about it

Paul in this prayer revealed what he regarded as
important for those he shared a fellowship in the
gospel.

2 Compare Ephesians 4:17-19.




What was the apostle praying for when he prayed for
others? What did he want to see happen in the lives of
other believers?

What would this ultimately result in?

Conclusion

Our fellowship with one another is in the gospel of
Christ. It is a partnership that gospel itself creates and
maintains.

Think about it

How does the gospel also affect the way we pray for one
another?




