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Don’t stop praying 
Colossians1:9-13 
 
Introduction 
 
At times it is easy to give up. We can quickly give up and 
stop doing those things that we know we ought to keep 
doing. We sometimes can give up doing those things that 
we know we will regret later. What are some of the things 
that you stopped doing that you now regret giving up? 
 
 
In Colossians 1 verses 9 to 13 the apostle Paul told the 
Colossians how he had not stopped praying for them 
from the first day that he had heard of them and their 
faith in the Lord Jesus. One of those things that Paul 
consistently did was pray for other believers and he also 
expected them to be praying for him. This study briefly 
looks at why we ought to not give up praying for one 
another and what we ought to be praying for. 
 

Don’t stop 
 
Paul explained to the Colossians that he had kept praying 
for them. Please read verses 9 to 13 to understand what it 
was that he kept praying about. 
 
1. Verse 9 begins with the words, “For this reason”? Why 
was Paul praying for the Colossians (c/f 1:1-8)?  
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2. What are you doing when you pray (c/f 1:3 and vs 9)? 
 
 
 
3. What was Paul asking God for? 
 
 
 

Think about it 
 
Why do you need spiritual wisdom and understanding to 
be filled with the knowledge of God’s will (1 Cor 2:10-16)? 
 
 
Why ought we be praying for one another? 
 
 
 
 

Pleasing the Lord 
 
Paul explains in verses 10 to 14 what is involved in living 
a life worthy of the Lord. He uses four participles 
(bearing fruit, growing, being strengthened and giving 
thanks) to spell out what is involved in a life that pleases 
the Lord. Please read again verses 10 to 14 to understand 
what exactly we ought to be praying for. 
 
4. What sort of fruitfulness is the Lord pleased to see? 
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5. In what are we to be growing? 
 
 
 
6. Who strengthens us and what are we being 
strengthened for? 
 
 
 
7. What are we to be joyfully giving thanks to the Lord 
for? 
 
 
 

Think about it 
 
Living now in a way that pleases the Lord is something 
we need to be praying about.  
 
What is a person who pleases the Lord like? 
 
 
What is involved in being fruitful in every good work? 
 
 
Why do we need to be praying for one another to live this 
sort of life? 
 
 
In what way do you find it difficult to be living a life that 
pleases the Lord? 
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Conclusion 
 
 
We ought to be praying for one another and making 
requests that are like this prayer that the apostle Paul 
prayed for the Colossians. 
 

Think about it 
 
Why do you think that so often our prayers for ourselves 
and others fail to bring before the Lord similar concerns? 
 
 
 
Please spend some time praying for one another. 
 
 
 


