Learning to pray
Luke 11:1-13

Introduction

We often ask people to show us how to do
something that we find difficult or are not sure
about. What have you asked someone to show you
how to do?

In chapter 11 of Luke’s gospel one of Jesus’
disciples asked Jesus to teach them how they ought
to pray. In Luke 11:1-13 the LORD Jesus responded
by not only explaining what they ought to be
praying for but why they ought to keep on praying.

What we are to be praying for

Please read verses 1 to 4 to discover what it is that
Jesus taught his disciples that they ought to be
praying for.

1. What had Jesus just been doing before he was
asked to teach the disciples to pray?



2. There are 5 basic requests in the model prayer
that Jesus taught his disciples. Please explain what
the first two of these requests are all about?

Think about it

Why ought the disciples of Jesus be people who are
praying?

What does it mean for God’s name to be hallowed in
your life? How do you live so that God’s name is
being hallowed?

What are we praying for when we are praying for
God’s kingdom to come?

The first part of the prayer focuses on the kingdom
of God. The second part of the prayer explains what
we ought to be praying for with regards to
ourselves while we are waiting for the kingdom to
come in all its fullness. Please look again at three
requests that form the second part of the prayer to
see what is important for the disciples of Jesus
while we wait.




3. What material things are the disciples of Jesus to
pray about?

4. Why are Jesus disciples to be praying about
forgiveness?

5. How are we asking God to help us when it comes
to temptation?

Think about it

These three last petitions summarize summarise
what’s important for this life here and now while we
are waiting for the kingdom to come in all its
fullness.

Jesus encouraged the disciples to be praying about
their daily bread. Is it wrong to want and be
praying for more (c.f. Prov. 30:8; 1 Timothy 6:9)?

What ought to be the focus of our prayers with
regards to ourselves and others?




Why we ought to keep on praying

The Lord Jesus goes further with his disciples to
explain why they ought not give up on praying this
sort of kingdom prayer by telling a couple of
stories. Please first read the story about the
unexpected visit by a friend in need in verses 5 to
10.

6. Why did the man say that he couldn’t get up and
why did he end up helping his friend?

Think about it

Why does Jesus say that his disciples ought to keep
on asking and praying?




There is another reason that we ought to be praying
this sort of prayer. God will give us what we need to
live life while we are waiting for the kingdom to
come in its fullness. Please read the second story in
verses 11 to 13.

7. When children ask their human fathers for things
what do our human fathers generally do?

8. Why is this an encouragement for us to pray to
our heavenly Father?

Think about it

The prayer that Jesus taught his disciples looked
forward to the coming kingdom and asked God for
his help while we wait for it to come in its fullness.

What is the gift that our heavenly Father gives us to
live while we are waiting for the kingdom to come
in all its fullness?




Conclusion

All of us need to learn how to pray for this sort of
prayer is not what comes naturally. We need to
learn from Jesus how we ought to pray his disciples

Think about it

What have you learnt today about what you ought
to be praying for?

Why do you think you personally need to keep on
praying?




