Interpreting the signs
Matthew 16:1-20

Introduction

Sometimes what we do is never enough. We do
something for someone but the one we do it for just
isn’t satisfied. They want more. No matter how much we
do sometimes people are never satisfied. Why are people
like this?

The Pharisees and the Sadducees were people like this. It
didn’t matter how much Jesus did they were never
satisfied with what they saw and heard. They just
wanted more.

More please

Throughout his time in Galilee Jesus had been healing
the sick and driving out demons and yet this was not
enough for the Pharisees and Sadducees. On one side of
the Sea of Galilee he had feed more than 5000 people
with a just few fish and a few loaves. On the other side
of the sea he had feed more than 4000 people. Yet this
wasn’t enough. They wanted to see more. Please read
chapter 16 verses 1 to 4 where the Pharisees and
Sadducees ask for more.

1. What did the Pharisees and Sadducees want Jesus to
do?



2. Why does Jesus refuse to do what they wanted?

3. What sign will Jesus give them and what is Jesus
referring to (Matthew 12:38-42)?

Think about it

What was the problem with the Pharisees and
Sadducees? Why weren’t the signs that Jesus had already
done sufficient for them?

Why do people ignore what God has revealed?

Be on your Guard

In verses 5 to 12 the disciples are told to watch out and
be on their guard against the Pharisees and the
Sadducees. Please read these verses to understand this
important warning that we all need to heed.

4. What did Jesus warn his disciples about?

5. What did the disciples think that Jesus was talking
about?




6. Why did Jesus say that his disciples had little faith?

Think about it

What did the disciples need to be careful of?

In what way might we need to guard against the yeast of
the Pharisees?

Interpreting the signs

Jesus in the next section forces the disciples to interpret
the signs and declare who they believe him to be. Please
read verses13 to 20 to understand how much they really
understood about him.

7. Jesus asked the disciples first about how others were

interpreting the signs. What were others saying about
the Son of Man?

8. Who did Peter say that Jesus was and how did he
come to this conclusion?

9. On what will Jesus build his church?




Think about it

What is Jesus doing in this world and how does he do it?

At the time why did Jesus warn his disciples not to tell
anyone who he was?

Conclusion

Although God had revealed to Peter that Jesus was the
Christ, the Son of the living God, Peter still didn’t
understand what it meant for Jesus to be the Christ and
what it would mean for him to follow him. In the next
part of chapter 16 Jesus begins to explain to the
disciples what this will mean for them. We will look at
this in the next study.

Think about it

From what you saw in the first half of chapter 16 please
explain what are you meant to do with what God has
revealed about Jesus?

Why are you sometimes tempted to ignore what God has
revealed to you about Jesus and what it means to follow
him?




