A taste of the kingdom
Matthew 15:21- 39

Introduction

In life there are many things that we know that we just
won’t get the opportunity to experience. Maybe we know
that we could never afford to do what we would like to
do. It might be the case that the opportunity to do
something is no longer there. It might have passed us by
and we wonder what it would have been like to have
gone down that road. If you could have the opportunity
to just have the briefest of tastes of what something
would be like, what would it be that you would choose?

During Jesus’ earthly ministry the people who
encountered Jesus and heard what he said and saw the
things he did, got a brief taste for what the kingdom of
God would be like. In Matthew 15 we meet a Canaanite
woman who pleaded with Jesus to have a little taste of
what was to come and then we see Jesus offer the
crowds alongside the Sea of Galilee a taste of how things
will be in the kingdom of God.

The Canaanite woman

Jesus came into contact with the Canaanite woman
because he left Gennesaret which was on the western
shore of the Sea of Galilee and travelled up to Tyre and
Sidon which was north of Galilee. In so doing he moved
from what was largely a Jewish area into a Gentile area
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and it was here that he came into contact with the
Canaanite woman from that vicinity. The Canaanites
were the ancient enemies of God’s people who came
under God’s judgment at the time of the Exodus. Please
read Matthew 15:21-28 to better understand how this
woman came to have a taste of the kingdom of God.

1. How did the Canaanite woman address Jesus and
what did she ask for and how did Jesus respond to her?

2. Why did the disciples want Jesus to do something and
respond to the woman?

3. What reason did Jesus give for his reluctance to do
anything for this woman?

4. Why did Jesus end up granting her request?

Think about it

In Matthew’s gospel there are only two people who are
commended for their great faith. There is this woman
who was a Canaanite and the other was a Roman
centurion. Please read the story of the Roman centurion
in Matthew 8: 5-13 to better understand Jesus’ attitude
to the Gentiles.




What place did Jesus say that Gentiles would have in the
kingdom of God?

If there is a place for even the Gentiles in the kingdom of
God, what do you think this story of the Canaanite
woman teaches us?

The four thousand

After leaving the region of Tyre and Sidon Jesus
travelled down alongside the Sea of Galilee. From Mark’s
gospel we know that instead of coming back down the
western side of the Sea of Galilee which was largely a
Jewish region he came down the eastern side into the
region of the Decapolis which was largely a Gentile area
(Mark 7:31). Please read verses 29 to 39 of Matthew 15 to
understand what the people on this side of the Sea of
Galilee got to experience.

5. How did the people on this side respond to Jesus and

how did Jesus respond to them?

6. Why did Jesus have compassion on these people and
what did he do for them because he did?




7. What did Jesus give them to eat and how was this
enough for the crowd?

8. What did the crowd think of the feed?

Think about it

This feeding of the crowd on the eastern side of the Sea
of Galilee is very similar to what took place on the
western side of the Sea when Jesus feed the five
thousands. Please read Matthew 15:13 to 21 so that you
can compare both accounts.

What things are different between the two accounts?

What things are the same?

If it is correct that one feeding took place among
the Jews and the other largely among Gentiles what
do you think this says about the extent of Jesus’
compassion and mercy?




Conclusion

The ministry of Jesus provided people with a taste of
what the kingdom of God would be like and highlighted
how they could be a part of it. It was the promise of
better things. They were given a taste of what one day
this world will be like when the kingdom comes in all its
fullness.

Think about

What are those better things that the ministry of Jesus
pointed to?

On what basis do people in this world get to share in
these things?




