Choose your king
Matthew 14

Introduction

Political leaders today are often influenced by the polls
telling them how they are going. They make decisions
and form policies influenced by what the pollsters tell
them will win them votes at the next election.
Unfortunately, sometimes changes are made not on the
grounds of whether it is right or good but on how the
government will be perceived by the populace. Often
political parties will depose leaders and install others
depending on how their personal popularity is going in
the polls. What sort of qualities do you think our
political leaders ought to have?

In chapter 14 one of the things that Matthew highlights
is how much better the rule of Jesus is by exposing the
pathetic dealings of the local ruler, Herod the tetrarch.
More than this, the chapter continues to explore the
question of Jesus’ identity and how we ought to respond
to him. The chapter begins with Herod offering his own
guilt-ridden suggestion of how Jesus was doing the
things that he was doing. It ends with the disciples
finally recognising Jesus for who he really is.



Herod the tetrarch

Herod was a provincial ruler who had been appointed by
Rome to look after the territory of Galilee and Perea. His
father had been Herod the Great who had earned for
himself the right to call himself “the king of the Jews.”
Although he had Rome’s support, Herod the Great was a
man who was insecure. He always worried about holding
on to his throne. He was the king who had murdered all
the baby boys in Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’ birth.
He also murdered 3 of his own sons. Herod the tetrarch
was nowhere as powerful as his father but he was just as
insecure. Please read Matthew 14:1-12 to discover what
this king thought about Jesus and what this local ruler
was like.

1. When Herod heard the reports about the miraculous

things Jesus had been doing who did he think that Jesus
was?

2. Why had Herod arrested John in the first place but
why had he stopped short of killing him?

3. Why did he eventually have John killed?



Think about it

What was Herod, the tetrarch, like as a ruler?

How much do you think these tendencies within Herod
are illustrative of the problem inherent in all human
rule?

The rule of Jesus

The rule of Jesus is different and we see this in the way
that Jesus responds to the crowds and his disciples in
the rest of the chapter. Please read verse 13 to 21 to
understand how Jesus responded to the crowds.

4. What did Jesus do when he heard what had happened
to John and how did Jesus respond to the crowds who
followed him?

5. The disciples were worried and came to Jesus. What
were they worried about and what did they propose to
do about it?




6. What did Jesus want them to do about it and what did
he eventually do?

Think about it

Jesus is a great and powerful king. He didn’t fear the
people like Herod did. He wasn’t like Herod at all. What
type of king is he? Why is he like this?

In the next section Jesus dismisses the crowd and the
disciples are once again confronted with the greatness of
Jesus. Please read verses 22 to 36 to discover how we are
to respond to this king, who is great and powerful but
also compassionate.

7. How did the disciples initially respond to seeing Jesus
walking on the water and what did Jesus tell them to do?

8. What did Peter ask of Jesus and how did he go when
Jesus granted his request?

9. Why did Peter begin to sink and what did Jesus have
to do?




10. How did those in the boat respond to all that they
had seen? Why do you think they responded this way?

Think about it

What do we learn about his authority and power in this
chapter?

What do we learn about the way that he exercises his
authority?

What do we learn about the way that we ought to handle
our fears and doubts?

What do we learn about how we ought to respond to this
king?




Conclusion

Authority in this world is always exposed to the problem
of human weakness. When we want to help those we are
meant to be leading we either lack the means to make a
real difference or else the problem of our own
selfishness prevents us from making the difference we
might have made. All human leadership has it flaws. We
don’t trust it. We can’t even trust ourselves for we have
made a right mess of our own lives by trying to be in
charge of them.

Think about it

How has Matthew encouraged you to take courage in the
leadership of Jesus?




