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Introduction 
 
Unfortunately, the great significance of the 
resurrection for believers can sometimes be 
overlooked by believers. We are so focused on the 
death of Christ on the cross that we forget that 
without physical resurrection of the Lord Jesus our 
believing would be in vain and like the rest of 
mankind we would be without hope. Chapter 15 of 1 
Corinthians is perhaps the longest piece of writing in 
the New Testament on the resurrection in which 
Paul explains its significance for us. For Paul the 
resurrection of Jesus along with the death of Jesus 
for our sins is the foundation of our faith, the 
ground on which believers have made their stand 
and we are not to let anything move us from what 
we have believed. 
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1. First Things 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 
Introduction 
 
What are those things that you always need 
reminding of? Or alternatively, that you would 
appreciate being reminded of? What are those 
things that you are prone to forget that you wish 
you didn’t? Why is it important to remember these 
things for you? 
 
 
 
In chapter 15, the apostle Paul had reminded the 
Corinthians of the gospel that they had received 
and that they needed to remember and not forget. 
Unfortunately, it seems as though some of the 
Corinthians were denying that there will be a bodily 
resurrection of the dead (v12). For Paul this is 
completely at odds with the gospel that they had 
believed and so in this chapter, the apostle Paul 
writes to remind them of the things of first 
importance that they had believed. He then goes on 
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to explain the implications of believing these things. 
Please read verses 1 to 11 of chapter 15 to discover 
what these things are and why they are so 
important. 
 
The message 
 
Paul encourages the Corinthians to hold firmly to 
the message. Please read verses 1 to 2 again to 
understand why this was so important. 
 
1. What is the message that Paul was reminding the 
Corinthians about? 
 
 
 
2. Why was this message so important? 
 
 
 
 
3. What did Paul want them to do and why? 
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Think about it 
 
Paul wanted the Corinthians to hold firmly to the 
message. What do you think it means to hold firmly 
to the message? 
 
 
 
What does it mean for someone to have believed in 
vain? 
 
 
 
The first things 
 
The gospel is not just something we are to welcome 
and receive but it is something we are to go on 
holding on to. Otherwise, whatever faith we had will 
be for nothing. Paul warned the Corinthians of this 
and then reminded them again of the gospel that 
they were meant to be holding on to. Please read 
again verses 3 to 7. 
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4. The apostle Paul lists four foundational truths that 
are introduced by the word “that”. These are the 
first things or as the NIV has put it the things of first 
importance. “ Please list out what these things of 
first importance are below: 
 
(i) That __________________________________________ 
 

  __________________________________________ 
 
(ii) That __________________________________________ 
 
 
(iii) That __________________________________________ 
 
  ___________________________________________ 
 
(iv) That __________________________________________ 
 
 
 
5. How does Paul highlight the fact that Christ really 
did die and really was raised to life? 
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6. Why are these things the things of first 
importance? Why are they so important for us? 
 
 
 
7. What does it mean for Jesus’ death and 
resurrection to be according to the Scriptures? 
 
 
 
Think about it 
 
Paul had passed on the gospel to the Corinthians 
for by holding on to this message they are saved. If 
you were to pass on this message to someone else, 
what would you tell them? Who would you be 
talking about and what would you be saying? 
 
 
 
What do you think it means to firmly hold on to this 
message? 
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The least of the apostles 
 
Paul said that the Lord Jesus appeared to him last of 
all and that he was the least of the apostles. Please 
read verses 8 to 11. 
 
8. Why did the apostle refer to himself as the least 
of the apostles? 
 
 
 
9. Why was Paul working so hard? What had 
brought about such a tremendous change in Paul’s 
life? 
 
 
 
Think about it 
 
Paul saw himself as the least of the apostle and yet 
he was also like the other apostles. In what way was 
Paul like the other apostles? 
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The grace of God had caused a profound change in 
the apostle. How should receiving and believing the 
gospel change us (c.f. 1 Cor. 15:58)? 
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2. Don’t be deceived 
1 Corinthians 15:12-34 
 
Introduction 
 
What makes something crucial? When is something 
not crucial? 
 
If you can take something away and the whole thing 
still works then obviously what you have taken away 
isn’t crucial. Things that are crucial are fundamental. 
Without them things don’t work or else things are 
so different that without them you no longer have 
what you used to have. You have something 
completely different. 
 
Take for instance the following ingredients for 
scones: 

 5 Cups of self-raising flower 
 250 mls of thickened cream 
  250 mls of lemonade 
 ½ cup of icing sugar 
 1 teaspoon of baking powder 
 1 teaspoon of salt 
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What ingredients could you take away and you 
would still have edible scones? What things are 
essential – take them away and you wouldn’t have 
scones anymore? 
 
In the passage today the apostle explains why the 
resurrection of Jesus is crucial. In verses 1 to 11 of 
chapter 15 Paul had reminded the Corinthians of the 
gospel he preached and they had received and on 
which they had made their stand. He reminded 
them of the first things or the things of first 
importance (v3-5).  
 
This week he explains how the resurrection of Jesus 
is crucial to their faith. It cannot be denied without 
their faith becoming meaningless and empty. 
Unfortunately, this is what some among the 
Corinthians were effectively doing by denying that 
the dead will be raised. They were denying that 
Jesus himself had been raised. Please read verses 12 
to 34 to understand how important or crucial the 
resurrection really is. 
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Faith without a resurrection 
 
In verses 12 to 19 of chapter 15 Paul imagines what 
faith would be like without a resurrection in order to 
highlight just how crucial the resurrection is to all of 
us who are believers in Christ. Please read these 
verses again. 
 
1. There were some who were denying that there 
was a resurrection of the dead. By saying this what 
were these people also effectively denying? 
 
 
 
2. What does Paul say about their preaching if this 
was true? 
 
 
 
3. What does Paul say about their faith if what they 
were saying was true? 
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4. Why would this be the case? 
 
 
 
Think about it 
 
Paul in these verses reveals how crucial the 
resurrection really is. If it was true that the dead are 
not raised, Paul concludes that we are to be pitied 
more than all men.  Why do you think this would be 
the case? 
 
 
 
If someone claiming to be a Christian was to deny 
the resurrection of the dead, what would they be 
left with? 
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Faith with the resurrection 
 
Paul is well aware of just how hopeless faith would 
be without a resurrection. But this isn’t the case. 
Paul says that indeed Christ has been raised from 
the dead and this means that faith isn’t meaningless. 
Please read verses 20 to 28 to understand the 
significance of the resurrection. 
 
5. Paul explains that Christ is in fact the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. What does it mean 
for Christ to be the firstfruits? What is this metaphor 
in reality describing? 
 
 
 
6. When will the rest of the harvest come? When will 
the resurrection of the dead come for all of us? 
 
 
 
7. What else will happen at that time? 
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Think about it 
 
Paul says that the resurrection of Jesus is crucial to 
everything in this world working out. Life isn’t 
meaningless for the believer because Christ is the 
firstfruits. 
 
Does this mean everyone shares in this new 
creation? 
 
 
How does having this sort of hope change the way 
we ought to be living now? 
 
 
 
 
Don’t be deceived 
 
Paul wanted the Corinthians to come to their 
senses. He didn’t want them deceived by those who 
were denying the resurrection. Such a position 
made no sense of anything they were doing. Please 
read verses 29 to 34. 
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8. What were they doing that made no sense if 
there was no resurrection? 
 
 
 
9. Paul uses himself as another example. If Christ 
had not been raised from the dead then nothing he 
was doing or putting himself through made any 
sense. What was he doing that made no sense if 
there was no resurrection from the dead?  
 
 
 
Think about it 
 
Paul didn’t want the Corinthians to be misled by 
those who were saying that the dead are not raised. 
There reality was that these people didn’t know 
what they were talking about and were ignorant of 
God. What they were doing was sinful. Paul 
appealed to the Corinthians to come to their senses. 
 
How do people who have come to their senses live 
in this world? 
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What gives them confidence to live this way? 
 
 
 
Do you think that the way that you are living your 
life demonstrates to others that your hope is found 
in the resurrection of Jesus? 
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3. Stand firm 
1 Corinthians 15:35-58 
 
Introduction 
 
The last section of chapter 15 of the letter to the 
Corinthians that we are looking at today begins with 
a couple of questions. These questions are really 
objections that Paul’s opponents might have made 
to what he was saying about the resurrection. Paul 
had called upon them to come to their senses and 
stop sinning. These people had been denying the 
resurrection of the dead which, in reality, was to 
deny also the resurrection of Jesus and to end up 
with a meaningless faith. Paul goes on in this section 
to answer a couple of questions which were 
objections some of them were raising.  
 
Please read verses 35 to 58 of chapter 15 where the 
apostle explains to them about our bodies in Christ 
(35-49) and our victory in Christ (50-58). 
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Our bodies in Christ 
 
In verses 35 to 49 Paul answers his opponents’ 
objections relating to our resurrection bodies. There 
were those who wanted to deny a future bodily 
existence. Paul regarded them as foolish. Please 
review these verses and answer the following 
questions. 
 
1. The apostle Paul made his first point by 
comparing the death of our bodies to sowing seeds. 
In what way is sowing seeds similar to what happens 
to us when we die? 
 
 
 
2. The apostle goes on to explain that not all flesh is 
the same, and earthly bodies are different to 
heavenly bodies. What is the difference between 
earthly bodies and the heavenly bodies? 
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3. Paul then describes some aspects of our 
resurrected bodies. What does Paul say about the 
type of bodies we will receive and how will they 
differ from our current bodies? 
 
 
4. What is the difference between the first Adam 
and the last Adam? 
 
 
 
5. All people start out belonging to the first Adam 
but only some are of the second Adam. What does 
it mean to belong to the second Adam? 
 
 
 
Think about it 
 
In these verses the apostle has been looking at the 
resurrection of our bodies and what they will be like 
in Christ. The dead who are raised in Christ don’t 
exactly get their old bodies back. Why is this a really 
good thing? 
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We live in a culture where everyone is trying to look 
young and people are sometimes spending a lot of 
effort and money to appear younger than they are. 
How do you think our attitude as Christians ought 
to be different to those around us? 
 
 
 
 
Our victory in Christ 
 
Paul goes on to describe what it means to belong 
to the man of heaven and tell us about the victory 
that is ours in Christ when he returns. Please read 
verses 50 to 58. 
 
6. Who can’t inherit the kingdom of God? 
 
 
 
7. What has to happen for people to be able to 
inherit the kingdom of God (c.f. 1 Thess. 4:13-18)? 
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8. When these things take place, Christ’s victory 
over death will be complete. Why will this be the 
case (c.f. Isaiah 25:8)?  
 
 
 
9. How had we become enslaved to death and how 
were we freed? 
 
 
 
10. How are those who have been freed from death 
to live? 
 
 
 
Think about it 
 
The victory is ours through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Death doesn’t have its way with those who belong 
to the Lord Jesus because Christ rose from the dead 
and so will we. Knowing this ought to change the 
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way we live here and now even though we are 
perishing. 
 
What does it mean to stand firm and let nothing 
move you? 
 
 
 
What do you think it means to give yourself fully to 
the work of the LORD (c.f. 1 Corinthians 10:31; Col. 
3:17)? 
 
 
 
How do those who don’t stand firm live in this 
world? 
 
 
 
 


