Ready with the gift
2 Corinthians 8:16-9:5

Introduction

If you had to choose someone to go and help another church that needed some
encouragement what would that person be like?

In the passage that this study is looking at Paul has introduced three men that he was
sending in advance of his own visit to the church in Corinth. Paul would soon be on his
way back to Jerusalem with the collection for the poor in Jerusalem that was being
taken up from among the Gentile churches in Macedonia and Achaia (see Romans
15:23-27). Last year, the Corinthians had been eager to help and had been ready to give
but by the time of this letter they were in danger of not having their contribution ready
for when the apostle arrived. Therefore, Paul sent Titus and two others to assist the
church so that it might be ready with the gift.

Titus and the brothers - what they were like

Please read verses 16 to 24 where Paul explained to the Corinthians why he had
particularly chosen these men to assist their church with the collection.

1. Why did Paul thank God for Titus? What was it that Titus had in common with the
apostle'?

2. Along with Titus Paul was sending another brother who was praised by all the
churches. Why did the churches hold this brother in such high esteem? What
exactly do you think he had been doing?

3. What other role had the churches given to this second man who was heading to
Corinth with Titus (see also 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 and Romans 15:15:25-26)?

4. Why had these church representatives been chosen to accompany the apostle and
the collection to Jerusalem?

5. What do you think it is important to not only do what is right in the eyes of God but
also to do what is right in the eyes of man as well?

L If you have time you might like to look at the different ways that the Greek noun (spoude) that has been translated as “concern” in verse
16 gets translated and used in chapters 7 and 8. It is translated as “earnestness” in 7:10, 8:7 and 8:8, and “devoted” in 7:12. The same word
is used in verse 22 but as an adjective (spoudaion) and is translated as “zealous” and in the same verse as a comparative adjective
spoudaiaoteron which is just translate as “even more so” [zealous is not repeated but relies on the early word in the English translation].



. What had the other unnamed brother proven about himself to the apostle and
others?

. What was it that the Corinthians were to show or demonstrate to these men (see
also 7:8)? How would they have done this?

Think about it

What made these three the right people to send ahead of the apostle to assist the
church?

Do you the things that Paul highlighted about these men should have any bearing
on those that churches appoint to serve in leadership today?

Paul wrote that they were taking pains to do what is right. What safeguards might
churches today need to put in place when it comes to handling money to ensure
that we are above reproach?

Titus and the brothers - why they were being sent.

Paul in verses 1 to 5 explains why he thought it was necessary to send Titus and the
brother ahead of his visit even though he knew they had been eager to help and had
been boasting about it to the Macedonians.

. Why did Paul say that there was no need for him to write about this service to the

Lord’s people?

. If there was no need for him to write about this, then why did he write these
chapters and why did he send the brothers?

Think about it

The apostle Paul sent the brothers in advance so that the gift might be a generous
one and not a gift that was grudgingly given. What makes a gift a generous one and
when does a gift ended up becoming one that is grudgingly given (see also 8:3-
5,12,17)?

How do we encourage the former and avoid the later?

What place do other believers have in helping us to be generous?




