2 Corinthians 8:1-15

Study Questions

Introductory Question

What motivates you to action? Have motivational books, inspirational songs, or thoughtful
guotes been helpful to change some aspect of your life? Or do you usually just appreciate
and agree with the message but carry on with your existing way of doing things.

2 Corinthians is one of several letters that Paul wrote to the believers in Corinth. In chapters
8 and 9, Paul wrote about the funds that he was collecting to send to Jerusalem. This was
part of a broader effort by Paul to organise a collection from Gentile churches to send to
Jewish believers in Jerusalem, who were going through particular hardship. The Corinthians
had previously committed to contribute to this collection (see 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 and 2
Corinthians 8:10). Although Paul wanted the Corinthians to fulfil their commitment, he did
not want to assert authority and command them on this matter. Rather, he wanted to
motivate the Corinthians action through understanding and being transformed by God’s
grace, and to reflect this in their lives.

Please read 2 Corinthians 8:1-9.

God’s grace through giving (vs 1)

In order to motivate the Corinthians to action, Paul started this section of the letter by
wanting to tell them about the example of the Macedonians. In vs 1, Paul wrote that he
wanted the Corinthians to “know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian
churches.”

1. What “grace” was given by God to the Macedonian churches? (vs 1) Consider the
following in your response:

a) What does “grace” mean to you? How have we received grace from God?

b) Read Acts 4:32-35 and the connection being made between God’s grace and the
events described in the passage.

The radical example of giving by the Macedonians (vs 2-5)

Paul described the way the Macedonians responded to the collection in vs 2 to 5. Their
desire and willingness to do so was especially noteworthy because of their own difficult
situation.

2. What was the situation of the Macedonian churches, and how did they respond to Paul’s
effort to raise a collection for the believers in Jerusalem? (vs 2-4)



3. How did the Macedonian churches exceed Paul’s expectations? (vs 5)

4. What does the example of the of the Macedonian churches tell us about their desires
and mindset?

Reasons for the Corinthians to give (vs 6-9)

Paul’s example of the Macedonians highlighted the impact of God’s grace on their desires
and mindset. Grace transformed their hearts, and caused them to submit to Jesus as Lord
and join God in what He is doing in this world. This includes God’s people sharing with one
another so that none are needy. Paul then proceeds to set out several reasons for the
Corinthians to do likewise.

5. What did Paul put forward as reasons for the Corinthians to give? Consider in your
response what Paul wrote in:

a) vs6?
b) vs7?
c) vs8?
d) vs9?
6. Paul refers to “act of grace” (vs 6), “grace of giving” (vs 7) and “grace of our Lord Jesus

Christ” (vs 9). What connection is Paul making between “grace” and “giving” in these
verses?

Clarifying perspectives on giving (vs 10-15)

In the next section, Paul goes on to provide some further perspectives that are helpful to
clarify some of the ways we think about giving, including whether and how much to give.
Please read 2 Corinthians 8:10-15.

7. What perspective does Paul give on the relative importance between having “eager
willingness” and action? (vs10-11)

8. What perspective does Paul give on how much to give? (vs 11-12)
9. What perspective does Paul give on the objective of giving? (vs 13-15). If you have time,

please read about the provision of manna by God in Exodus 16 and what this might tell
us about the source of our possessions and wealth and what they are to be used for?



Reflect, Respond and Pray

While the subject of this passage concerns financially giving to others, Paul first focuses on
what should motivate such giving. This is the understanding and transformational power of
God’s grace shown to us on the cross. We respond by reflecting this grace in our lives and
submitting ourselves to what God is doing in this world. This includes God providing for his
people through the generosity of believers toward one another but may also include gospel
ministries, social causes or other people in need.

10. Take a moment to think about your current approach to giving in respect of (a) your
motivation or reasons for giving; and (b) the amount or who to give to. Discuss with your
group any questions or struggles you have to put what you have learned from the

passage into practice. Alternatively, please share with the group something helpful you
may already be doing.

11. Please pray for one another to understand and be transformed by God’s grace so that we
will desire to give generously to others (and to see this through to completion).



