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Hearing but not hearing.  
Matthew 13:1-23 
 
Introduction 
 
Have you ever been accused of hearing but not really listening? Often, we can hear 
someone without really listening to them. What are some of the reasons why people who 
hear what is being said really don’t truly hear?  
 
 
In Matthew chapter 13 the crowds listening to Jesus not only had a problem with hearing 
him but also with seeing him. They had a problem for they were hardly hearing with their 
ears and had closed their eyes (15). In contrast the disciples of the Lord were blessed 
because they had eyes that saw and ears that heard (16). In the first 23 verses of this 
chapter Jesus explains why so many people were having problems with seeing and 
hearing the message of the gospel. 
 

Our hearing and seeing 
 
Jesus taught the crowd the secrets of the kingdom in parables. In chapter 13 we have 
several such parables revealing more about the kingdom. In the first parable Jesus 
describes four different types of hearers. Please read this parable (13:1-9) and its 
interpretation (13:18-23) to understand the way that people were responding to the 
message of the kingdom. 
 
1. What kind of hearer does the path in Jesus’ story represent? 
 
 
2. Why are some hearers like the soil in rocky places? 
 
 
3. Why are some people more like the soil with the thorns?  
 
 
4. Why are some people like the good soil?  
 
 

Think about it 
 
What are the different reasons that people fall away after appearing to have initially 
welcomed the message of the kingdom? 
 
 
What sort of things today have the potential to compete with the place that the word 
ought to have in our hearts and lives? What do you think we need to be most careful of? 
  
 
What do the first three soils all have in common? How different are they? 
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What do you think it means to be the sort of person that hears and bears fruit? 
 
 

 

Our hearts 
 
On one level there are lots of reasons why people don’t hear and receive the message of 
the kingdom but on another level all these reasons result from a common cause – their 
hearts. This is the explanation that Jesus gave to his disciples why he spoke to the 
crowds in parables. Please read verses 10 to 17 to better understand the connection 
between people ears and eyes and their hearts. 
 
5. Why did Jesus speak to the crowds in parables (see Jeremiah 5:21-23; Ezekiel 12:1-2)? 
 
 
6. How was the words of Isaiah being fulfilled in the way that the crowd were responding 
to the message of the kingdom? 
 
 
7. Why does Jesus refer to the disciples as blessed?  
 
 
 

Think about it  
 
What are the symptoms of a bad heart?  
 
 
What is the warning that Jesus provides to those who read this parable (9)? 
 
 
 
How do we avoid our own hearts becoming calloused? How do you guard your hearts? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


