Matthew 13:24-43

Study Questions

Introductory Question

Have you made bread before? What effect does adding yeast to the dough have on the
bread?

The passage continues a section in Matthew where Jesus is teaching his disciples. In the
earlier part of the chapter, Jesus used a parable to teach about the different ways that
people will respond to the message of the kingdom of God (per the parable of the sower in
13:1-23). Jesus then uses three parables to teach his disciples about what to expect now that
the kingdom of God had arrived.

The parable of the weeds (13:24-30 and 36-43)

The first parable in this section is in two parts. Jesus tells the parable in vs 24-30 to a crowd
and then explains the meaning of the parable in vs 36-43 to his disciples in private. After the
crowds left, Jesus and his disciples entered a house where they asked him to explain the
parable (vs 36). Please read Matthew 13:24-30 and 36-43.

1. After you have read both the parable and Jesus’s explanation of its meaning, consider
the following:

a) What are the two groups of people that Jesus says is in this world (vs 37-39)? Are
these the only two groups or could there be more? Consider also Matthew 12:30
in your response.

b) What will happen at the end of the age (vs 39-43)?

c) Why is the harvest being delayed (vs 28-30)? Consider also 2 Peter 3:9 in your
response.

2. Jesus is using the parable to teach his disciples. What do you think is the main point that
Jesus is trying to teach his disciples?

3. Atthe end of the parable, Jesus says "whoever has ears, let them hear". Jesus used this
phrase previously in Matthew 11:15 and 13:9 to urge people to respond and act on what
they heard. What do you think is the appropriate response to this parable?



The parable of the mustard seed and the yeast (13:31-33)

The kingdom of God had arrived with Jesus. But it was only starting. The parable of the
weeds indicated that the reason for day of judgement coming at a later time was to allow
more people to enter the kingdom. We need to respond in repentance or else suffer the
judgement and punishment that will come. The next two parables help explain what the
kingdom of God would be like during the intervening period. Please read Matthew 13:31-33.

4. What do you think is the main point that Jesus is trying to teach through the parable of
the mustard seed?

5. What is the significance or meaning of the birds in the parable (vs 32)?

6. What do you think is the main point that Jesus is trying to teach through the parable of
the yeast?

7. Consider the effect that yeast has on dough. In what ways might the kingdom of God be
similar to yeast in this respect?

Jesus spoke in parables (13:34-35)

Matthew goes on to explain that Jesus spoke in parables to fulfill what was spoken through
the prophets. Matthew had previously quoted from Isaiah to explain that some people’s
inability to understand the parables was because of their hardness of heart (13:13-15).
However, in this passage, Matthew quotes from Psalm. Please read Matthew 13:34-35.

8. Matthew quotes Psalm 78:2. Why do you think Jesus was speaking in parables in this
section of Matthew?

Reflect, Respond and Pray

Parables told by Jesus can help explain what was previously not revealed or made known by
God. The three parables in 13:24-43 give greater clarity about the coming of the kingdom of
God. It had arrived with Jesus but contrary to what many would have expected, it would not
reach completion until later. There will eventually be a day of judgement and God’s people
would be gathered. The kingdom of God started off small but it will grow and spread. God’s
people will grow in number and will be transformed, until the day when Jesus returns and
ushers in the new heaven and new earth.

9. Consider what you have learned about the kingdom of God from the three parables.
How will you respond to what Jesus was teaching? Please pray for one another to apply
this in our lives.



