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The unforgiveable sin 

Matthew 12:22-37 

Introduction 

At times we can all find ourselves being stubborn, although some of us are perhaps 

more stubborn then others. How would you describe someone who is stubborn? 

When might a little bit of stubbornness be useful and when is it not? 

 

In this study we are looking at a particular kind of stubbornness that has devasting 

consequences if we don’t repent of it. Please read verses 22 to 37 where we read 

about the stubbornness of the Pharisees and the danger that such stubbornness 

posed for them and those who are like them. 

An outrageous accusation 

In verses 22 to 24 we see the stubbornness of the Pharisees in the way that they 

responded to the healing of the demon possessed man who was blind and mute. In 

contrast to the people in the crowd the Pharisees made an outrageous accusation. 

Please review these verses again and compare the way that the Pharisees responded 

to the general response of the others in the crowd. 

1. How did the people in the crowd generally respond to Jesus healing the 

demon possessed man? What does this seem reasonable? 

 

 

2. How did the Pharisees respond when they heard what had taken place and 

why do you think they responded this way (c.f. Matt. 9;32-34; 12:14)? 

 

 

Jesus’ defence 

The Lord Jesus responded to their accusation in verses 25 to 29 defending his 

ministry by explaining why their accusation was not only false but evil. Please read 

again verses 25 to 29. 

3. What reasons did Jesus provide that demonstrated just how false the 

accusation of the Pharisees had been? 

 

 

4. Why would some of the Pharisees own people end up being their judges? 

 

 

5. What did Jesus say was really happening when he drove out demons? What 

was really going on in his ministry? 
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Think about it 

What do you think motivated the Pharisees to make such a claim when all the 

evidence pointed in the opposite direction? 

 

What conclusions should they have been drawing for all that they had seen and 

heard? 

 

Jesus’ warning 

Have defended his ministry against their accusation the Lord Jesus warned the 

Pharisees and those like them of the danger of such stubbornness and highlighted 

the underlying cause for it. Please read again verses 33 to 37. 

6. What does Jesus say can be forgive and what can’t be forgiven? 

 

 

7. Why were the Pharisees in danger of not being forgiven? 

 

 

8. How does the parable of the trees with their fruit show that the problem was 

more than just a matter of words? 

 

 

9. In what way will our words condemn us on the day of judgment? 

 

Think about it 

Why won’t some people ever be forgiven (Matthew 13:14-16)? 

 

How and why do hearts grow hard towards the Lord Jesus Christ? How do you 

know if a person’s heart has grown hard?  

 

How do we guard our own hearts (see Hebrews 3:7-14)? 

 

 


