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Matthew 12:38-50 

Study Questions 

Introductory Question 

How do you respond when you hear a fire alarm? Are you the first to head to the emergency 
exit to get to safety? Or are you slower to react and think it might be a false alarm or just an 
evacuation exercise – needing more proof that it’s a real fire?  

Over the course of our series on Matthew, we have seen different responses that people 
had to Jesus. Some came to Jesus in faith and trusted in his power and authority. Others, 
however, scoffed and even attributed his ability to heal and perform miracles as coming 
from demons. The passage today starts with a group of people who wanted more proof 
about Jesus. 

The sign of Jonah (12:38-40) 

Please read Matthew 12:38-40.  

1. The Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus and wanted another sign from him 
(vs 38). Why were they asking for a sign? What was it meant to prove? 

 

2. Jesus responded by saying a “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign” (vs 39). 
Who was this statement directed to and why would Jesus say this about them? 

 

3. What sign would ultimately be provided (vs 39-40)? What are the similarities and 
differences between what happened to Jonah vs what would happen to the Son of Man? 
(See Jonah chapters 1 and 2 if you are not familiar with the story of Jonah) 

 

How we respond to Jesus (12:41-45) 

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead will be the ultimate proof of his identity and authority. But 
Jesus then turns the issue on its head. Jesus is not the one who has to prove his identity and 
authority to us. Instead, Jesus shifts the focus on how we should be responding to him. He 
did this by using two examples from the Old Testament and a parable. Please read Matthew 
12:41-45. 

4. Consider the examples of: (a) Nineveh in vs 41 (see Jonah 3 if you need more context); 
and (b) the Queen of the South in vs 42 (see 1 Kings 10 if you need more context). Why 
would they both be able to condemn the generation on the day of judgement? 
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5. Consider the greatness of King Solomon as described in 1 Kings 10:23-24. Who is greater 
than Solomon and how so? (See Colossians 1:15-20).  

 
6. Consider the parable used by Jesus (vs 43-45) and in particular, the state of the person 

(a) at the beginning (b) in the middle and (c) at the end. How might we apply this parable 
as a warning about the way to respond to Jesus? 
 

Nineveh and the Queen of the South responded appropriately to God’s representative – 
repenting and listening to what they had to say. Jesus is the Messiah and is greater than 
both Jonah (a prophet) and Solomon (an earthly king), so how much more should people 
listen to him! The parable acts as a warning against a half-hearted response. Repentance 
involves not just listening to Jesus but actively turning away from our former way of life to 
follow Jesus. 

Those who respond appropriately are God’s children (12:46-50) 

Chapter 12 ends by describing Jesus’ mother and brothers wanting to speak to him. Jesus 
took the opportunity to explain what will result when people truly understood who he is and 
respond accordingly. Please read Matthew 12: 46-50. 

7. In vs 50, Jesus says that “whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and 
sister and mother”: 
 

a) How do we do the will of the Father? Consider John 6:40. 
 

b) What does it mean to be Jesus’ brother, sister or mother? Consider John 1:11-12.    

 

Reflect and Pray 

The Pharisees and teachers of the law demanded that Jesus provide a sign to prove his 
identity and authority. Jesus’ resurrection from the dead will be the ultimate proof but 
people will still fail to respond – not because the proof was insufficient, but because they 
were unwilling to listen, repent and submit to Jesus. He is the Messiah (God’s anointed king) 
and the Son of God, and greater than any prophet or earthly king. The way we respond to 
Jesus has eternal and significant consequences. Do we want to be condemned on the day of 
judgement as a wicked and adulterous generation? Or do we want to be saved and become 
a child of God? 

 

8. Please pray for one another so that we can recognise Jesus for who he is, and to respond 
accordingly in true repentance and faith. 


