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Matthew 11:1-19 

Study Questions 

Introductory Questions 

Do you remember those 3D posters from the 90s? The ones that you had to cross your eyes 
or look intently at some imaginary point deep within the picture. Could you usually see the 
hidden 3D image immediately? Or could you only see it for a moment before it faded away? 
Or did you struggle to see anything at all? 

The passage today will help us get a better picture of Jesus. Some of us might look at Jesus 
and think we understand who he is, and what he came to do. But this can sometimes be 
clouded by our own expectations and desires, stopping us from fully realising the salvation 
he offers and responding to him as God’s anointed king. 

Jesus did not meet John’s expectations (11:1-6) 

After Jesus had sent out the twelve disciples, he went on to teach and preach in the towns of 
Galilee. John the Baptist was in prison at that time and sent his disciples to Jesus. Please read 
Matthew 11:1-6.  

1. Why did John send his disciples to Jesus (vs 2-3)? 

 

2. What did John’s question reveal about his expectations of Jesus and whether they were 
met? Consider in your response Matthew 3:7-12 and Matthew 9:35-36.  

 

3. Jesus’ reply in vs 4-5 comprised a collection of passages from Isaiah describing what 
would happen when God would come to save his people. Jesus then also said “Blessed is 
anyone who does not stumble on account of me” in vs 6. What did Jesus wish to convey 
to John by his reply?  

 

John had expected Jesus to bring judgement. But instead, Jesus had compassion on those 
who came to him, healing them and preaching mercy and forgiveness for the sinner. Jesus 
did not want John to lose heart or fall away just because Jesus did not meet his expectations. 
Jesus confirmed that he was indeed the Messiah by the way that his miracles fulfilled 
prophecy. 

Jesus affirms John the Baptist but his understanding was incomplete (11:7-15) 

John the Baptist did not fully understand what Jesus came to do. Nevertheless, Jesus wanted 
to affirm John as God’s prophet and his message. As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus then 
spoke to the crowd about John. Please read Matthew 11:7-15. 
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4. When people had gone to look for John the Baptist in the wilderness, what type of 
person did they expect to see (vs 7-9)?  

 

5. What special role did John have (vs 10, 13-14)? Consider in your response Malachi 4:5. 
 
 

6. Because of John’s special role, Jesus said that “among those born of women there has 
not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist” (vs 11). So why would the least in the 
kingdom of heaven be greater than John? Hint: consider what John had failed to 
understand about Jesus.  
 
 

7. What did Jesus ask people to do (vs 15) and why (vs 12)?  

 

The right and appropriate response (11:16-19) 

As the kingdom of God was fast approaching, Jesus implored people to listen to John’s 
message. People should repent and recognise that Jesus was God’s anointed king. However, 
Jesus knew that some people would not understand and fail to respond appropriately. 
Please read Matthew 11:16-19. 

8. Jesus told a parable about children playing a song and a dirge (a sad song of lament, 
usually played at funerals) (vs 16-17). Who were Jesus and John in this parable, and what 
response did they receive?  

 

9. Jesus then described John and Jesus doing seemingly opposite things, and yet they were 
both criticised (vs 18-19). Why did John and Jesus do what they did? Why were they 
criticised?  

 
 

10. What do vs 16-19 tell us about the way that we should respond to Jesus? 
 

Reflect and Pray 

We would be wise to understand that Jesus came to bring judgement and salvation. Jesus 
died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, saving us from God’s wrath on the day of 
judgment. Our right and appropriate response to the warning of coming judgement is 
repentance and obedience, and to Jesus’s offer of salvation is faith and thanksgiving. 

11. Please pray for one another to ask God to help us understand what Jesus came to do and 
to respond appropriately. 


