Witnesses in the world
Matthew 10:16-42

Introduction

What is the best piece of advice about work that you gave or received from someone?

In this study we are continuing to look at the words that were spoken to the twelve disciples
when Jesus sent them to proclaim the good news of the kingdom into the surrounding villages

and towns of Galilee. These were more than just some words of advice for they were words that
they needed to follow to be his faithful witnesses in this world.

Witnesses in the world

Jesus summarised what his witnesses ought to expect and how they ought to respond in chapter
10 and verse 16. Please read 10:16.

1. What situation ought the disciples to expect to find themselves in and how were the disciples
to respond?

Think about it

What does it mean for people to be as shrewd as snakes and innocent as doves? Why combine
these two types of animals in the description?

This verse is the key to the rest of the chapter. Jesus proceeds to develop what being witnesses in
the world would entail for his disciples by explaining what sheep living among wolves ought to
expect and what being as shrewd as snakes and yet as innocent as doves involved. These verses
can be divided into the three sections:

Be on your guard/beware (17-25);

Do not be afraid (26-33)

Do not suppose (34-42)

Be on your guard

Jesus begins by describing what they ought to expect and how they ought to be on their guard
(CSB = beware of them). Please read 10:17-25.

2. Who were these witnesses to beware of and why (10:17-18)?
3. What might have the Twelves worried about and why were they to not worry (10:19-20)?

4. How extreme was the persecution going to be and why would they be treated this way (10:21-
25)?

Think about it
Describe what it is like for sheep to live among wolves?
How long will it be like this? When was all this going to take place? Who do these words apply to?

Can we avoid persecution as Christians by being on our guard? If we can’t why tell us to be on
our guard? What is it that we can do if we are on our guard?




Do not be afraid

Being on our guard does not mean that we should live in fear. Jesus makes this clear in verses 26
to 33 of chapter 10. Please read these verses now to discover why witnesses are not to be afraid?

5. Our fears can sometimes paralyse us from doing what we ought to do. What were the disciples
to not stop doing (26-27)?

6. What reasons are given to the twelve for not being afraid (28-31)?

7. What assurance is given to those who acknowledge Jesus in this world (32-33)?

Think about it

How do our fears influence or impact our own witness? What should we do if we are fearful?

What do you think it means to disown Jesus before men? How do people do this? Do we
sometimes do this?

How can we overcome our own fear so that we might proclaim Jesus?

Do not suppose

Witnesses are to have realistic expectations. They should expect difficulty for they ought not to
suppose that Jesus came to bring peace. Please read verse 34 to 37 to see why they ought not to
suppose this and what they also ought to expect.

8. What function does the sword! that Jesus brings have in the world (35-36)?

9. What does this mean for those who would be Jesus witnesses in the world (37-39)?

10. What are those who welcome these witnesses actually doing (40-42)?

Think about it

Loyalty to Jesus might bring you into conflict even with members of your own family. The
witnesses were to be aware of this and prepared for it.

How is it possible to love your father or your mother more than Jesus?
Do all disciples necessarily get to take up a cross in the world? Why or why not?

Can you be a follower without being a witness? Are witnesses and followers synonymous? What
is the difference between the Twelve and disciples today?

1 Please refer to Hebrews 4:12 for a similar use of a sword.




