
Workers for the harvest  

Matthew 9:35-10:15 

 
Introduction 
 
What sort of jobs have you had during your working life? What sort of bosses have 
you had? Who was good and who was bad? 
 
In this study we look at how Jesus commissioned the twelve to be his workers in 
the surrounding towns and villages. We also examine the kind of work that they 
and the Lord Jesus was doing and what it means for us today to be his workers. 
 

Working in His Harvest 
 
Please read 9:35-38 to discover more about work that Jesus had been doing in 
Galilee. This summary statement sums up his ministry and introduces the need to 
include others in it.  
 
1. What was Jesus doing in the towns and villages of Israel? 
 
 
2. Why did Jesus have compassion on the crowds when he saw them? 
 
 
3. What was Jesus referring to when he spoke of harvest and why were more 
workers needed for it? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
The people appeared to Jesus to be like sheep that were harassed and helpless. 
How did the people get this way? Why were the people of Israel like sheep without 
a shepherd? Please read Ezekiel 34 for more background as to Israel’s situation. 
 
How had God promised to help his flock? How was the work that Jesus was doing 
now beginning to fulfil this promise? 
 
What is the harvest like today? Is the situation different today? Who are the 
workers in today’s harvest?  
 
 

 



Sending His workers into His Harvest 
 
The Lord of the harvest soon acted and sent out his workers into his harvest. 
Please read 10:1- 16 where we discover what they were to do. 
 
4. Why did Jesus call the twelve to him? 
 
 
5. To whom were the twelve to go and to whom were they not to go? 
 
 
6. What were the twelve to do and say? Do people today have the same sort of 
authority that they had? Why or why not? 
 
 
7. Why were they not to take any silver or gold on their journey? How do you think 
you would have reacted if you had been told this? 
 
 
8. How were the twelve respond to those who didn’t welcome them or the 
message of the kingdom? Why were they to respond to them in this way? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
What was the ministry that these twelve were to have? How is it related to the 
ministry that Jesus exercised? 
 
 
What motivation did the twelve have for working in this way? 
 
 
Why do you think the disciples were not to go among the Gentiles and the 
Samaritans? 
 
 
Do you think these verses offer us any assistance in knowing how to handle those 
who do not want to listen to the gospel today? 
 
 
Why do you think it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the Day of 
Judgment than for the towns that the twelve were sent to?  
 
 
In what way are we today to be his workers (c/f Matt 28)? What are the things that 
we are to be doing? What are things that might hold us back from working in the 
harvest field and what should we be doing so that they don’t?   
 
 



 


