Matthew 9:18-38

Study Questions

Introductory Questions

Do you generally believe the news you read (or watch on TV, or hear on the radio)? Or are
you usually sceptical, and wonder if it is fake news? What might make you more or less likely
to believe the news you read/watch/hear?

The passage today will show the different ways that people respond to Jesus when they see
him heal the sick and drive out demons. Some will see the miracles as good news but others
will not.

Background

Earlier in chapter 8:1-17, Matthew had written about a number of different healings and the
driving out of demons by Jesus. These included the healing of the man with leprosy and the
centurion’s servant. Matthew pointed to these events fulfilling the prophecy of God’s
suffering servant in Isaiah 53. Jesus healing the sick pointed to the forgiveness of sins he
would achieve for us through his death on the cross.

The passage which we will study in Matthew 9:18-38 describes a number of other healings
by Jesus. Matthew will explain their significance (what they reveal about Jesus and what he
came to do) and the different ways that people will respond to him.

Jesus raises a dead girl and heals a sick woman (9:18-26)

Vs 18-26 describe Jesus raising a dead girl and a woman with chronic bleeding. There are
more detailed descriptions of these events in the other gospels, but Matthew provides a
concise version that we can still learn much from. Please read Matthew 9:18-26.

1. What did the synagogue leader want Jesus to do (vs 18)? Why would this have been a
surprising thing to ask of Jesus?

2. What did the sick woman want from Jesus (vs 20-21)? What was surprising about the
way that she went about it?

3. What was Jesus’ response to the synagogue leader and the sick woman? How did he do
it? Consider in your answer if you think there is any significance that Jesus was touched
by the sick woman (vs 21) or that Jesus held the dead girl’s hand (vs 24).



4. Consider the way that the crowd responded to Jesus (vs 24), and how this compares to
the way that the synagogue leader and the sick woman approached Jesus (vs 18, 21-22).
What does this tell us about the different ways that people might respond to Jesus?

The healings in this passage show the power of Jesus to not only heal but to raise the dead.
The people came to him in faith and Jesus was also willing to be touched by the ceremonially
unclean (the corpse of the dead girl, and the bleeding woman). Like the previous healings (of
the man with leprosy and the centurion’s servant in chapter 8), these point to the way that
Jesus would heal our greatest sickness — sin. We receive the forgiveness of sins through faith
in him, believing that he is the Son of God who bore our sins and died for us on the cross.

Jesus heals the blind and the mute (9:27-34)

Vs 27-34 describe Jesus healing two blind men, and then helping a man who could not
speak. Please read Matthew 9:27-34.

5. Consider the healing of the two blind men by Jesus (vs 27-31). Are there any aspects here
which are similar to previous healings by Jesus?

6. Jesus then goes on help a mute man speak. What did Jesus do to help him?

7. What was the response of the pharisees to the healing of the mute man (vs 34)? How
does this compare to what the two blind men believed about Jesus (vs 27)?

These events show the very different responses that people have to Jesus. The synagogue
leader and the sick woman came to Jesus in faith. The two blind men considered Jesus to be
the “Son of David” (the Messiah or God’s anointed king). In contrast, the crowd scoffed at
Jesus and the pharisees considered his power to have come from the prince of demons.

The deeds and compassion of the Messiah (9:35-38)

Matthew helps us understand the significance of the healings - what they might reveal about
Jesus and what he came to do. Please read Matthew 9:35-38.

8. What connection is Matthew making between the healings of Jesus and his ministry (vs
35)? Consider Matthew 11:2-5 in your response.

9. What did Jesus feel for the crowd and why did he feel this way (vs 36)? Consider Isaiah
53:6 in your response.



Reflect and Pray

Matthew connects the healings closely with Jesus’ ministry of calling people to repent for
the kingdom of God was coming. They were clear and tangible signs that the kingdom of God
had arrived, and that Jesus was the promised king. This good news was for the “lost sheep” —
not just the physically sick — but for all of us who have turned away from God and in need of
salvation from our sin. The question for us, as it was for the people back then, is how we are
to respond. Do we believe that Jesus is the Messiah, and so repent and submit ourselves to
Jesus as God’s chosen king? Do we want to tell this good news to others? Or do we scoff at
Jesus and dismiss him in unbelief?

10. Please pray for one another, asking God to help us come to Jesus in faith and submission
as God’s anointed king, and with a desire to share this good news with others.



