Surprised by Jesus
Matthew 8:18-34

Introduction

Sometimes people surprise us. There are times when someone we know does or says something
totally unexpected. Has anyone you have known ever surprised you in this way? What did they do
or say that you were not expecting?

In the reading today those following Jesus must have been greatly surprised by both what Jesus
said and with what Jesus did. Increasingly it becomes clear in these chapters that as people
encountered Jesus that they found him to be much more than what they expected. Jesus did not
meet their expectations and they were unprepared for his expectations of those who would follow
him.

Jesus’ words two would be disciples

Matthew begins this section by reporting the surprising way that Jesus responded to the crowd
around him. He withdrew from the crowd giving orders to his disciples to cross to the other side
of the lake. This departure appears to have initiated an encounter between Jesus and two would
be disciples who were contemplating following Jesus. These two were totally unprepared for what
following him would involve. Please read 8:18 - 22 to discover what Jesus told them.

1. The teacher of the law promised to follow Jesus wherever he went. What would following Jesus
involve?

2. The second man came to Jesus with a qualified promise to follow Jesus. What did the man want
to do before he followed Jesus and what did Jesus tell him that he ought to do?

Think about it

Many of us are perhaps a little surprised by the Lord’s response to these two potential followers.
The Lord makes some very strong demands of these men and seems to expect much of his
followers.

Do such demands still apply to believers today? If they do, in what way do they apply? If they
don’t apply, why don’t they?

What expectation does Jesus have of everyone who would follow him (c/f Matthew 10:37-39)?

What do you think this practically means for us today?

Jesus’ words to the wind and the waves

The words that Jesus spoke to those who would follow him were quite surprising. Yet on the Sea
of Galilee the disciples were in for an even bigger surprise. The Sea of Galilee was a lake that was
notorious for sudden and violent storms. These storms would churn up the water making things
extremely difficult for small boats out in the middle. It was during such an occasion that Jesus
surprised everyone when he spoke some words to the wind and the waves. Please read verses 23
to 27.

3. Why did the disciples wake Jesus? What did they think was going to happen to them?
4. What did Jesus do to calm the disciples’ fear?

5. Why were the men with Jesus amazed?




Think about it

Jesus rebuked the disciples for their lack of faith and their obvious fear. Why was their fear in
appropriate in the circumstances?

On the lake Jesus really surprised the disciples. He did what no one expected. Why were they so
surprised? Please refer to Psalm 107:23-32 when thinking about your answer.

In what ways can we display a similar lack of faith today?

Jesus words to the demon-possessed

On the other side of the lake the surprises continued. On the other side of the lake was the region
of the Gadarenes which was predominately a Gentile controlled territory. It was associated with
the city of Gadara in the area known as the Decapolis. There two demon-possessed men were
surprised by the arrival of Jesus and the local town folk were totally surprised by the way that
Jesus dealt with these men. Please read verses 28 to 34.

6. Why were these men surprised to see Jesus?

7. How do the demons provide an answer to the question that the disciples had been asking in the
boat?

8. Jesus surprisingly gave the demons permission to enter the pigs. What happened to the pigs?
Can you suggest any reason why Jesus allowed this?

9. How did the people of the town respond to these unexpected events?

Think about it

The Lord Jesus Christ was full of surprises. How did Jesus continue to surprise those that he
came in to contact with on the other side of the lake? What is revealed about him that they were
not expecting?

How does the reaction of the townspeople contrast that of the disciples?

Why do you think the townspeople responded like they did?

Conclusion

We don’t always welcome surprises. Not everyone reacts well to finding out that things are not as
they might have expected them to be. In this section we have seen how several people
encountered Jesus and found him to be more than what they were expecting.

Think about it

Why were people so surprised by Jesus?
What expectations did Jesus have of his followers?
Why can Jesus make such absolute demands on people?

What ways do people try to qualify the way that they want to follow Jesus and why can’t we do
this?




