Getting Prepared
Matthew 26:1-30

Introduction

What did you know about in advance but were ill prepared for it when it happened?

In Matthew 26:2 we are told that two days out from the Passover that the Lord informed
the disciples that the time had come for the Son of Man to be handed over and crucified.
The Lord Jesus had been preparing the disciples for this for some time. He had told them
of what would happen in Jerusalem in advance (see Matt. 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:17-19).
However, two days out the disciples were still ill prepared for what was going to happen.
In the first part of chapter 26 we see Jesus doing what he can do to get them prepared.

The time had come.

In the first 5 verses we see that the time had come, and people were making plans to
arrest and kill Jesus. Please read verse 1 to 5 of chapter 26.

1. What were the plans that were being made by the chief priests and the elders and
why were they making them (see Matt. 21:14-17; 23-31;43-46 and 23:1-7)?

Bethany was a small village 3 kilometres east of Jerusalem on the road to Jericho. Bethany
seems to have been where Jesus would spend his evenings while visiting Jerusalem in the
days leading up to the Passover. Please read verses 6 to 13 to discover what one woman
did while Jesus was in Bethany to prepare Jesus for what was about to take place.

2. What did the woman do and why were the disciples so indignant about it (see also
John 12:1-8)?

3. Why did Jesus say that the woman had done a beautiful thing?

Think about it

What does this incident in Bethany reveal about how well prepared and ready the
disciples were for what was about to happen?

What does this story reveal about Jesus’ understanding of what was about to take place?

Why would this woman be remembered?

If there was one disciples who perhaps had more of an idea of what was about to happen
than the rest it was the one who would betray him. Please read verses 14 to 16.

4. What did Judas decided to do and why you think he decided to do it?




Think about it

How did the decision of Judas change the plans of the priest and elders?

The Last Supper

The Passover Supper was eaten after 6pm on Thursday night which was technically
Friday. Preparations had to be made prior to that evening. In the afternoon each
household would go to the temple where a lamb without blemish was sacrificed while at
home every bit of yeast would be removed from the house. That night the Passover Lamb
having been roasted with bitter herbs would be eaten along with unleavened bread and
wine. Please read verse 17 to 25 where the preparations are described, and the meal
begun.

5. What were the arrangement for eating the meal?

6. When the meal began what did Jesus inform the disciples of and why do think it
was important to tell them of this?

7. How did the disciples respond to the news?

Think about it

How ready did the disciples seem for what was about to take place?

The Lord Jesus didn’t keep with the normal routine for the Passover, but invested some
of its elements with new significance which has become what we call the Lord’s supper.
Please read verses 26 to 30.

8. What did Jesus do with bread and how were the disciples to now regard it?

9. What did Jesus say about the cup? What did the cup now represent and why?

Think about it

How did Jesus prepare his disciples for what was about to take place by sharing this meal
with them? What did they need to understand?

Why do we still celebrate the Lord Supper and why is it important for us to celebrate (see
1 Cor. 11:23-26)?




