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Matthew 8:1-17 

Study Questions 

Introductory Questions 

Think about people you know who are positions of authority. It could be someone in your family, 
your school, your workplace or in the community. Has anyone of them done or said anything that has 
left a positive impression on you so that you would want to follow or obey them? 

Background 

The setting of this passage is after Jesus had given the sermon on the mount. We know from earlier 
in Matthew 4:23-25 (immediately before the sermon on the mount) that news about Jesus’ ability to 
heal had spread among the people, and many people were brought to him to be healed, including 
the sick and the demon-possessed. Large crowds followed him as soon as he descended from the 
mountainside. 

Matthew writes about Jesus performing a number of different healings in this passage. He goes into 
detail on two of them: the healing of a man with leprosy, and the healing of the servant of a 
centurion. When we consider the type of people that were healed, the way they approached Jesus, 
and how Jesus would heal them, they show us: (a) who Jesus is and what he came to do; and (b) how 
we should respond to Jesus.  Matthew makes this connection for us at the end of the passage, 
through the way that Jesus fulfilled what the prophet Isaiah wrote about God’s suffering servant. 

Jesus heals the man with skin disease (8:1-4) 

Please read Matthew 8:1-4.  

1. Who approached Jesus and what did he want? Consider the way that the man approached Jesus 
and what he said to Jesus (vs 2). What might this reveal about the man’s view of (a) himself; and 
(b) Jesus? 

 

2. What was Jesus’ response (vs 3)? What do Jesus’ actions and his words reveal about him? 
Consider in your response whether Jesus needed to put his hands on the man to heal. 

 
 

3. What does Jesus tell the man to do (vs 4)? And what would this achieve for the man? See 
Leviticus 4:45-46.  
 

The way that the man approaches Jesus helps us consider how we should respond to Jesus also. We 
are to respond in humility and faith, recognising that we are “unclean” and that Jesus has the power 
to make us “clean”. Jesus was prepared to touch the “unclean” and to be identified with them, just 
as he was prepared to bear our sins and die on the cross for us. This made us righteous before God 
and able to be included as one of God’s holy people.  
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The healing of the centurion’s servant (8:5-13) 

Please read Matthew 8:5-13. 

4. Who approached Jesus and what did he want (vs 5-6)?   

 

5. What did Jesus offer to do and why did the centurion decline this offer (vs 7-8)? 
 
 

6. Why was Jesus amazed by the centurion (vs 8-10)? What does this reveal about the centurion’s 
view of Jesus? 
 
 

7. Who are the people that will be able to enter the kingdom of heaven and why? Consider in your 
response what Jesus says about the feast in the kingdom of heaven (vs 11-12) and what Jesus 
says when he heals the centurion’s servant (vs 13). 
 

Jesus was amazed by the centurion’s faith and remarked that he had not found anyone in Israel 
(from among the Jewish people) with such great faith (vs 10). The idea of a feast or banquet is used 
in Matthew 22:1-14 and Luke 13:28-30 to show how some people will be included in the kingdom of 
God, while others might miss out. Here, Jesus is saying that the way into the kingdom of heaven is 
not on the basis of being a descendant of Abraham, but by faith in him – whether Jew or gentile. 

Jesus bears our sickness (8:14-17) 

Matthew then writes about the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law. Matthew does not go into as much 
detail but there are aspects here which are similar to the previous healings. Rather than focus or 
elaborate on these, Matthew seems to be grouping this healing with the many others that took place 
that evening.  

Please read Matthew 8:14-17. 

8. How do the healings and casting out of spirits by Jesus fulfil what Isaiah had prophesied (vs 17 
and Isaiah 53:4)? Consider in your response Isaiah 53 (or if you are short for time, just refer to 
Isaiah 53:4-6 and 53:10-12) and the following questions: 
 

a) What type of sickness does Matthew have in mind by referring to Isaiah 53? 
 
 

b) How does God’s suffering servant in Isaiah 53 heal this type of sickness? 
 

Reflect and Pray 

Jesus had the power to heal the sick but the healings were just a glimpse of what Jesus (as God’s 
suffering servant) will do for us on the cross. Although Jesus could heal sickness by merely saying so, 
he also healed by putting his hands on the sick. He was not afraid to touch those with diseases and to 
be identified with them. Jesus would ultimately do this by bearing our sins on the cross. The 
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forgiveness of our sins would require the death of the Son of God on the cross, and would result in us 
(the sinner) being made righteous to be one of God’s holy people.  

Like the man with leprosy and the centurion, our proper response should be one of humility and 
faith. We need to recognise that we have sinned and are in need of forgiveness. And we need to 
have faith that Jesus is willing and able to forgive our sins. He is the Son of God, who bore our sins on 
the cross and his death was the perfect sacrifice for our sins. 

9. Please pray for one another, asking God to help us approach Jesus in humility and faith, and 
thanking him for bearing our sins on the cross. 


