
Forgetting God 
James 4:13-5:6 
 

Introduction 
 
Have you ever forgotten something that was really important which you ought not to 
have forgotten or overlooked? Have you ever forgotten to include someone that 
ought not to have been left out of the invitation? 
 
In the passage today James addresses two types of people who are in great danger of 
forgetting God – the arrogant boaster in 4:13-17 and the rich hoarder in 5:1-6. Each 
group is addressed using the same words of address – “now listen”. In both cases 
money is involved for the first group of people want to make money and the second 
group are guilty of hoarding it. Please read from chapter 4 verse 13 to chapter 5 verse 
6 to understand the terrible mistake these people make when they leave out God. 
 

Arrogant boasters   
 
James describes the way that the first group of people talk as boastful, and he said 
that all such boasting is evil. Please read again verses 13 to 17 of chapter 4 to 
understand what is wrong with the way that these people talk about their lives. 
 
1. What are the plans that are being made by these boasters? 
 
2. What have these people failed to consider when making their plans? 
 
3. How should they have made their plans? 
 

Think about it 
 
Why are people who talk about their lives and plans in this way boasting and why is 
all such boasting evil? 
 
What is the good that we ought to do? 
 
Do our plans need to change or just the way we talk about them? 
 
Do you think that believers today might not mention God enough in their everyday 
conversation and is that a problem? 
 
What sort of things might we need to consider when making our plans to do business 
and make money? 
 
 

 



Rich hoarders 
 
In verses 1 to 6 James addresses the rich who hoard their wealth. Please read these 
verses again to understand the trouble that such people find themselves in. 
 
4. Why are these people to weep and to wail? 
 
5. What are these people guilty of1? 
 
6. Why won’t they get away with living this way? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
What is wrong with the way that these rich people have lived their lives2? 
 
What attitude ought we to have towards the money that we earn?  
 
We might not employ workmen or harvesters and we also might not directly pay 
anyone’s wages. Do you think that there still might be some obligation on us to 
ensure that our lifestyle doesn’t hurt the innocent? 
 
If we were in a business of our own what place should the bottom line have for us and 
the way that we conduct our business? Brainstorm some principles as a group for the 
way that ought to govern a business run by a Christian. 
 
 
 

 
 

Conclusion 
 
Friendship with the world doesn’t end well. The proud who have no place for God in 
their lives and only live to make money and indulge themselves are to weep and to 
wail because of the misery that is coming upon them. 
 

Think about it 
 
How can we avoid the temptation of putting our confidence in our money? How do 
we avoid living to make money rather than living our lives for God (c/f 1:9-11; 4:14; 1 
Timothy 6:17-19)? 
 
 
 

 

 
1 In thinking about your answer you might like to compare these words of James with the warning that Jesus 
gave about covetousness in  Luke 12:15-21. 
2 Luke 12:13-23. 


