James 5:7-20

Study Questions

Introductory Questions

Is there anything that you find particularly hard to wait for? What do you do when you lose patience?
What helps you pass the time while you wait?

Background

James had started his letter by calling believers to persevere through the various trials they may face
(1:2). To persevere is to not merely listen to the word of God, but to do it — as seen by a believer’s
speech and actions. The preceding passages in chapter 4 and the beginning of chapter 5 provided
examples of believers who had given up living this way through their quarrelling, slander, boasting
and exploitation of others.

James concludes his letter by re-iterating the message to persevere. In this passage, we will see that
James recognises that being patient is difficult. He provided examples from scripture of those who
had persevered despite suffering and the reward they received. James also wrote about how we can
help those who stumble and fall into sin.

Patience in suffering (5:7-12)

Please read James 5:7-12.

1. James asks believers to be patient and provides two reasons to do so in vs 7-8. What are they?

2. James then provides two examples from the bible of those who remained patient in vs 10-11.
What do these examples show us about: (a) the challenges believers might face; and (b) what
rewards await if they persevered to the end? Consider in your response Hebrews 11:32-40, Job
42:10-17 and James 1:4 and 1:12.

3. James understands that we may grow impatient, so he issues two imperatives in vs 9 and vs 12.
Taking each of these verses in turn:

a) what type of behaviour is James telling believers to avoid in vs 9 and vs 127?

b) what is the proper perspective of God and Jesus that will help believers avoid this
behaviour? For vs 9, consider James 4:11-12. For vs 12, consider Matthew 5:33-37.



Praying to God for the sick/sinful (5:13-20)

James encourages believers to stand firm until the Lord’s coming as they will receive what he has
promised. As we wait for our Lord to return, we may find it hard to remain patient and to persevere
as it might be difficult and involve suffering. Accordingly, James warns believers not to be tempted to
grumble against our brothers and sisters (out of envy or pride) or to follow our own desires (rather
than seeking and doing God’s will). But James recognises that some believers might stumble and fall
into sin. This next section considers what we should do to help our brothers and sisters turn back to
God.

Please read James 5:13-20.

4. James writes about the healing of the sick. We note that this passage is subject to different
interpretations; specifically, whether James is referring to physical or spiritual sickness. Do you
think this passage is about healing the physically or spiritually sick? Consider vs 15-16 in your

response.

It is important that we are clear here that not all physical sickness is because of sin. Sickness and
death entered the world when Adam and Eve sinned, and this is part of everyone’s earthly
experience until the Lord Jesus returns. But the bible also tells of situations where sickness is a result
of sin (see John 5:14). Nevertheless, we should be very cautious about ever attributing a person’s
physical sickness to sin.

The focus of this passage seems to be on the remedy for someone who is sick because of sin -

whether physically sick or, if using sickness as a metaphor, someone who is spiritually unwell because
they have sinned. Let’s examine what James says is needed to bring someone like this back to health.

5. What does James ask those who are sick to do in vs 14? What does James ask those who have
sinned to do in vs 16? What might this reveal about the sick/sinful person who is prepared to do
these things?

6. In addition to prayer, James writes about elders anointing the sick with oil. In the Old Testament,
anointing with oil is a sign of a special role within God’s people (such as a priest or king). In New
Testament times, anointing with oil is sometimes done to welcome a special guest into one’s
home. What do you think is being symbolised by elders anointing the sick/sinful with oil in vs 14?

7. What does James say about the type of prayer or about the person praying that can heal the
sick/sinful in the following verses?

e vs15:
e vslé6:
e vsl7:



8. Why might someone be able to pray in faith, powerfully, effectively and earnestly - knowing that
God will answer prayers to heal the sick/sinful? Consider 1 John 5:14-16 in your response.

9. What is at stake when a believer “wanders from the truth” (vs 18-19)?

10. Is prayer the only thing we can do to help our brothers and sisters turn back to God and from the
error of their ways? Consider Hebrews 4:12 and 2 Timothy 3:16 in your response.

The fact that we have sinned and given in to our evil desires, shows that our hearts have turned away
from God. We can so easily deceive ourselves, just like James has warned us in his letter (1:22 and
1:26). The prayers by others, therefore, is not just about the forgiveness of sins, but also asking God
to turn the heart of the sinner back to him.

From the passage, we learn that to restore a brother or sister who has sinned back to health involves
(a) a desire for forgiveness and repentance on the part of the person who has sinned; (b) acceptance
back into fellowship and community by other believers; (c) trusting that it is God’s will that believers
are forgiven and restored; and (d) asking God to turn a person’s heart back to him.

Reflect and Pray

11. Cast your mind back over the letter of James. What do you remember that will help you to
persevere and stand firm until the day of the Lord’s coming? Please include these in your prayers
for one another as we ask God to help us live righteously until the Lord Jesus returns.



