Living by faith

James 2:14-26

Making excuses

We often make excuses for ourselves. We sometimes try to justify why we fail to do those
things we ought to do and why we don’t do those things that we should. You hear all sorts of
people making all sorts of excuses from kids in the school ground to the professional athletes
on the sporting field to politicians in the parliament. Sometimes the excuses that people offer
might have some weight and at other times people are just deceiving themselves. What
excuses have you heard being made lately?

In verses 14 to 26 James imagines a person coming up with an excuse for merely listening to
the word and not doing what it says. James imagines someone claiming that he has faith but
not deeds (2:14). This imaginary opponent or adversary believes that having faith is all that
matters. In this section James addresses those who deceive themselves in this way and
explores whether such faith (faith without deeds) can save anyone. Please read chapter 2
verses 14 to 26 to discover whether such faith can save you.

Empty faith

What good is faith without “works” or “deeds”? This is the question that James begins to
explore in verses 15 to 19.

1. What profit is there in the words that are offered to the brother or sister who is in need and
how does this illustrate James’ point about faith without works?

2. What does James challenge the person who claims to have faith without deeds to do?

3. Belief is more than just knowing something to be true. In what way do the demons
illustrate the problem with such faith?

Think about it

James asked the question whether such a faith (faith without deeds) can save us. The way
that the question is constructed in the Greek the answer is already implied. Such faith can’t
save you. It is not a “saving” faith.

What is the relationship between our deeds and faith? What do our deeds reveal about us2?

What sort of deeds ought we to expect to see in a believer’s life?

! The word Greek word (erga) that is translated by the NIV as “deeds” in verse 15 is used a total of 11 times in
these 12 verses. Unfortunately -the NIV doesn’t translate the same word consistently throughout the passage.
The word is sometimes translated as “deeds” and other times as “actions (17, 22) and also as “the things we
do” (21, 24).

2 Matthew 7:17-19, Mark 4:20, John 15:8, Romans 7:4; Eph 2:8-10.




Living faith

Faith is not just a matter of ticking a box on a response card that says you affirm a statement
of belief. Saving faith is something that you live out in your life. The apostle Paul says that we
walk by faith and not by sight (1 Cor 5:7). James would also agree. In verses 20 to 26 James
offers two examples from the Scriptures of what he means by faith revealing itself in deeds.

4. How was the faith of Abraham made complete3? What do you think it meant for it his faith
to be made complete?

5. How was the scripture4 fulfilled with respect to Abraham?

6. Why was Rahab considered righteouss?

Think about it

Genuine faith is more than just mere words. James is describing what genuine faith is really
like by using Abraham as an example.

What does genuine faith look like?
What sort of faith isn’t genuine faith and why won'’t it save you?

What does it mean for believers to walk by faith today?

Conclusion

There is more to faith than just the acknowledgment that something is true. There is a
difference between claiming to believe something and living by faith in it. These words about
faith and works are really the conclusion of what it means to humbly accept the implanted
word and not just be hearers of the Word but also doers of the Word. The man who claims to
have faith but has no “works” or “deeds” is just another way of talking about the man who
hears the word of God but doesn’t do what it says.

Think about it
Please look back over the first couple of chapters and describe what a saving faith looks like.
What is it that prevents people from doing what the Word of God says they are to do?

What are some more contemporary examples of people of faith that have been
encouragement to you?

What are your lives revealing about your faith? Pray together with one another that your
faith in the Lord Jesus might be the sort that bears fruit.

3 Please refer to Genesis 22:1-19 for the account of Abraham and Isaac and the sacrifice.
4 Genesis 15:6.
5 Please refer to Joshua 2:1-21 for the story of Rahab and the spies.




