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3. No favouritism 
James 2:1-13 
 

Introduction 
 
Have you or someone you know ever been disadvantaged because of favouritism? Have you ever 
found yourself being overlooked or side-lined because someone was playing favourites? Why do 
you think that you or they were overlooked or disadvantaged? 
 
In chapter 2 verses 1 to 13 James continues to spell out what it means to humbly accept the 
implanted word and be a doer of the word and not just a hearer. For James showing favouritism 
is out of place for those who are acting and behaving in line with the word of truth that they 
believe. Favouritism is how the NIV has translated a Greek word that literally meant “to receive 
the face”. It was used of what people did when they made judgements about others merely on 
the grounds of their outward appearance. James argues that believers are not to do this in verses 
1 to 13. Please read these verses to understand why believers are not to show favouritism. 
 

Don’t show favouritism. 
 
James begins chapter 2 telling believers to not show favouritism providing them an example of 
what showing favouritism might look like in verses 1 to 4. Please review these verses and answer 
the following questions. 
 
1. How was favouritism shown in the example of the rich man and poor man? 
 
2. In what way do people who show favouritism set themselves up as judges with evil thoughts? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
The righteous life involves getting rid of the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accepting the 
implanted word (1:19). We are to keep ourselves from being polluted by the world. Favouritism is 
an evil way of thinking about people that we find in the world. It is to be polluted by the world.  
 
Why would believers been tempted to favour rich people over poor people? 
 
If we were to behave like this, what then would become the grounds on which people relate to 
others? 
 
 

 

Don’t be deceived.  
 
Believers are not to deceive themselves about favouritism. Favouritism is out of place for those 
who believe the word of truth and put it into practice. James gives several reasons in verses 5 to 
13 as to why such behaviour is inappropriate for those who have received the word of truth and 
belong to Jesus. Please review these verses and answer the following questions. 
 
3. In what way is favouritism out of step with what God is doing? 
 
 
4. How does showing favouritism toward the rich insult the poor? 
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5. What is the royal law and why do you think it is described as “royal” (see c.f. Matthew 22:34-
40; Romans 18:8-10)? 
  
6. Why are we condemned as law-breakers if we show favouritism? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
James says that if we just stumble at one point, we are guilty of breaking the whole law and have 
become a lawbreaker. What does he mean by stumbling at one point? Is he arguing that we must 
never sin? 
 
What does he mean by when he talks about becoming a law-breaker? Do you think that you can 
be humbly accepting the implanted word and continue to be a law-breaker (Gal 2:18; 1 Timothy 
1:8-11)? 
 
Why is showing favouritism so out of place for those who are not just hearers of the word but 
also doers? 
 
 

 

Keeping in step 
 
James concludes this section describing the sort of behaviour that is in step with the law that 
gives freedom. Please read verses 12 to 13 to see what it means to not only hear the word but to 
do it. 
 
7. How are believers to behave? 
 
8. Why are they to behave this way? 
 
 

Think about it 
 
Why will judgement without mercy be shown to those who show favouritism rather than mercy? 
 
In what other ways may we be tempted today to show favouritism rather than mercy to others? 
 
 

 

Conclusion 
 

Think about it 
 
Paul has ruled out showing favouritism or partiality. On what grounds has he ruled it out? 
 
Does this mean that we can’t have a brother or a sister in Christ who we might spend more time 
with and who we might know in a much deep way than others? 
 
How should we be treating others then? 
 
Please spend some time praying together for one another. Allow some time in your prayers for 
people to quietly confess any sin that they have been unwilling to repent of. 
 


