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James 1:19-27 

Study Questions 

Introductory Questions 

Have you ever assembled IKEA furniture? What would happen if you didn’t follow the instructions? 
What would happen if you only followed some instructions but skipped others? Would the piece of 
furniture turn out the way you desire? 

Background 

Previously in James chapter 1, he explained that God does not tempt anyone but rather, it is the evil 
desires within a person that can tempt and lead to sin. He then warned believers not to be deceived 
by thinking that evil temptations come from God, since He only gives us “good and perfect” gifts. In 
particular, God gave us his “word of truth” that gave us new birth. 

James develops some of these ideas further in vs 19-27. James will explain what God desires for his 
people, how he achieves this through his word and how believers should respond. Please read James 
1:19-27. 

God’s desire for his people 

1. James asks the believers to note three things (vs 19). What are they and how might they relate to 
one another? 

 

2. What reason does James give for a person to be slow to anger (vs 20)? 
 

 
3. What do you think the righteous life of a believer might look like (vs 21)? Consider also Ephesians 

4:20-24 & 5:3-5. 

 

The way God makes his people righteous 

Righteousness can mean the right standing a believer has before God. Righteousness can also refer 
to the type of life a believer should live as one of God’s holy people. God makes his people righteous 
through his word. 

4. James refers to God’s word using different terms in the passage. What aspect of God’s word does 
James emphasise in each case? In your answer, consider how James uses each term and the 
effect that it has on the believer: 
 

a. the word of truth (vs 18): 
 
 

b. the word (vs 21, 22, 23): 
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c. the perfect law (vs 25): 

 

Our response to God’s word 

2 Timothy 3:15-16 describes two different aspects of God’s word: “… you have known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is 
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness”.  

God’s word contains the gospel message which saves us. God’s word also contains instructions for 
the believer on how to live righteously as his holy people. In either case, because they are God’s 
word, we are to obey what he says. 

5. How does a believer: 
 

a. Obey the gospel? Consider James 1:21b and 25a: 
 
 

b. Obey God’s instructions for living righteously. Consider James 1:22 and 25b. 

 

Do not deceive yourself 

The focus of much of James’ letter is righteousness in the life of believers. James urges believers to 
live righteously for this is what God desires. One of the ways James does this is by warning believers 
not to deceive themselves in regard to living righteously. 

6. Discuss how a person may be deceiving him/herself in: 
 

a. vs 22-25. 
 
  

b. vs 26. Consider also Ephesians 4:25, 4:29 and 5:4. 

 

Living righteously 

As believers, we are to obey God’s instructions for living righteously by actually doing what he says. It 
is not acceptable to live righteously in only some parts of life. 

James goes on to write about the type of “religion” that God will accept as pure and faultless if 
believers did certain things. 

7. What two things does that James ask believers to do (vs 27)? Is this all we need to do or are they 
pointing to something greater? Consider John 15:9-13 and Ephesians 4:24 & 5:3 in your 
response. 
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8. Will doing these things make a person “pure and faultless” before God? If not, then why should 
we do them or live in such a way? Consider Ephesians 2:8-9 & 5:1 and Romans 12:1 in your 
response. 
 

Reflect and Pray 

God desires righteousness for his people. He does this through his word: the gospel which saves us 
and gives us right standing before God, and scripture which contains instructions on how to live 
righteously as his holy people. Our appropriate response is to obey God’s word – by accepting the 
gospel and following his instructions to live righteously in every aspect of life. 

9. Think about how you respond to God’s word. Do you take it seriously - by accepting and looking 
intently into God’s word, seeking to do what it says in every aspect of life? Please pray for one 
another for God to help us do this in our lives. 


